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crament. Written by the Right Reve- 


rend Father in God, Bryan Duppa, late 
Lord Biſhop of Minton, in the Time of 
his Sequeſtration. 

Advice to the Readers of the Com- 
mon Prayer, and to the People atten- 
ding the ſame; with a Preface concer- 
ning Divine Worſhip, Sc. Price 13. 

A Brief and Plain Expoſition of the 


Church-Catechiſm, The ſecond Edi- 


tion. To which are added ſome uſeful 


Ejaculations and Prayers. By Tho. 


5, D. D. Price 1 5. 
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Kor * H AT muſt Ido to le ſav'd, Ads 16. 
me- aid the Gaoler to Paul and 30. 
55, BANLY S:i/s, when he fell down 
20, before them, tremblin 
wm nd aſtoniſſi d at the mighty Power at 
Sod, which had open d the Priſon- 
in Doors in ſo miraculous a manner; and 
Ta. I d the ſame Effect, (though not with 
5: N. he ſame Sincerity) a certain Lawyer 
ded s ſaid to have ask d our Saviour, What , 


Per- ic muſt do to inherit Eternal Life : But , 
Wowever different the Intentions of 


= theſe 
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Luke 10. 
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theſe two were, in making this Inqui- 
ry, tis certain, the Queſtions they 
ask d were concerning a Matter of the 
laſt Importance, and what the Great- 


eſt as well as the Meaneſt on Earth is 


nearly concern d in: For, as Man con- 
ſiſts of two Parts, a Soul and Body, it 


is highly neceſſary for bim to; know 


what he muſt do, to ſecure the Hap- 
pineſs of both; without this, he can 
never be compleatly happy; he may 


perhaps be able, by Diligence and Stu- 


dy, to improve in Arts and Sciences, 
to raiſe his Fortune, and to make him- 


ſelf eenſiderable in the World but for 


all this, he may be ſtill a miſerable and 


wretched Creature: For ſince the Fa- 
ſhion of this World paſſeth away, and all 


the Glory and Splendour of it will in 
a ſhort time have an End, how deplo- 


rable muſt the Condition of that Man 
be, who has made no Proviſion for 


Eternity; who having an Immortal | 


Soul to take care of, has ſpent all his 
Time and Pains in heaping up for the 
Body, and neglected that other and 
far better Part of himſelf, which is of 


infinite Worth and Value? hat ſhal 
it profit a man, ſaid our Bleſſed Savi- 
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Jour, if he ſhall gain the whole world and Mat 
*\voſe his own: foul ! What indeed! Since 26. 
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nor can the mo 


h is this Life compenſate for endleſs Miſe- 


of a Religions Life, 


Time bears no proportion to Eternity; 
exalted Pleaſures of 


ry and Torments : And therefore how 
- wretched a Bargain does he make, 
who purchaſes any Happineſs in this 
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World, at the Hazard of his own Soul ! 
Who, fo he may bur enjoy the Plea- 


ſures of a Sin for a Seaſon, cares not 


what becomes of him hereafter ! 


But perhaps ſome will object ind 


to Folly and Madneſs, as to be con- 
tent, for the ſake of a ſhort-liv'd Hap- 
pineſs, to be miſerable for ever-after- 
7 wards ? I wiſh indeed the Charge was 


wholly groundleſs; but alas! there 
are too too many that make this ſad 
Choice; not that any one chooſes Evil 


for Evil's ſake, or prefers Miſery be- 
fore Happinels, (for a Deſire of Hap- 


pineſs is inſeparable from our Natures) 
but in the Scripture-Account of things, 
he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruction, who 


walks in the Broad Way that leads to 
it: For God has been pleas d ra fer 
before 
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4 The Great Importance . 
Deut. 30. before us Life and Death, Bleſſing and 
. de Curſing; Rewards on the one hand, to 
| encourage our Obedience; and Puniſn- _. 
ments on the other, to deter us from 
Sin: And as he that obeys the Com- 
mandments of God, chooſes Life; ſo, * 
he that tranſgreſſes them, chooſes Death; 
that Death which God bas threatned 
to the Sinner, even Death Eternal; 
for the Wages of Sin un Death, and he 
that chooſes the one, ( let his Pretenſi- 
| ons to Happineſs be what they will) 
4 muſt be ſaid to chooſe the other; becauſe ? 
Ji he knows ( at leaſt tis his own Fault 
be does not) chat Gad will render to | 
i W . every man according to his deeds : to them 
| | e 58, 9. who by patient continuance in well doing, 3 & 
ſeek for glory and honour and immortality, 44 
Eternal Life; but unto them that are (40 g 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, 40 
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but obey unrighteouſneſs ;, indignation and 40 g 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 44 . 
foul of man that doeth Evil. | 


I mention this, to ſhew what a 

wretched piece of Folly the Sinner is 

| guilty of (how wiſe ſoever he may © 
1 think himſelf, and how much he may 
| | deſpiſe the Sober Part of "> ) 
| when 
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when he firſt enters upon a Lie of | . 
wickedneſs; ſor he n 3 
to all the World, that Liy⸗ and He 


being ſet beſore him, he bias deter Fi 
IN ned his Choice to the latter; a Choice 
ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that: did 
not Experience convince us ds often 
made, we could hardly think it poſſi- 
ble for a Rational'Creature to be fo 
3 blind. O Bleſſed God! 7 haſt thou 
4 ſer before us Happineſs and Miſery, 
Joys unſpeakable and full of Glory 
- F< onthe one hand, and Torments end- 
fleſs and intolerable on the other; 
& haſt thou given us the Light of 
„ Reaſon to guide us, and ſuperadded 
„that of thy Holy Spirit to illumi- 
. nate and inſtruct us; haſt thou im- 
1 T > 4 planted in our Natures a Dread and 
2 * Averſion to Pain and Miſery, and an 
eee inſatiable and never - ceaſing Thirſt 
gt * and Deſire after Happineſs ; and is 
* i it poſſible for us, after all this, to be 
e fo blind and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies 
4 to our own Souls, and ſo regardleſs 
. = of their Eternal Welfare, ＋ pre- 
e * fer the Dark Ways ef Sin and 
© mY „ Miſery, before thoſe Bleſſed Paths 
E MY „ that lead to the bright Regions of 


kind) a 
when ( B 3 5 Bliſs 


The Great Importance © 
lis and Glory? Alas! ſuch 7 
*.. wretched Fools are too many among 
* us, who, ' notwithſtanding all that 
©. thou haſt done for us, will not 
„ hearken, will not be adviſed, but 
* run headlong into the ways of Sin 
E and Deſtruction. F 


This is indeed a melancholy Con- þ; 
ſideration; and what fhall we fay to 

awaken Men out of this fatal Lethar- 
gY, and to inſpire them with a juſt 7 
Senſe of the great Danger they are in, 
but entreat them to conſider, that un- 
teſs they repent they will certainly pe- 
riſh? For the wrath of Gad is revealed 
againſt all ungodlineſ and unrighteouſ- 
neſs of: Men ; and though the times of ig- 
norance God winked at, yet now he com» © 
mandeth al Men every where to repent ; 
becauſe be hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the World in rigbte- 

ouſneſs by that Man whom he hath ordai. 

ned; whereof be hath given aſſurance un- to 
to all Men, in that he hath raiſed him Pr. 
| from the dead. A Day, when the Sin- 

F 6. ners will in vain call to the mountains and 
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| 6, 17+ rocks, and lay, Fall 0N us, and hide vs x Th 

| from the face of him that ſitteth on tbe we 
| | Throne, 


| | 
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ſuch F Throne, and from the:wrath of the Laub: 
mong For the great day of bis wrath;is. come, 
that and who ſhall be able to ſtandꝰ Who in- 
Il not 'F deed ſhall be able to ſtand befare the 
„but face of an incens d God,. and hear that 
of din ¶dreadful Sentence pronounc'd againſt 


| 4 kim, Depart from meyze-curſed,intq ever- 

Ĩ4ſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
Con- bis Angels? —O! who can dwell with 
ſay to everlaſting Burnings ? 


ethare * 

a juſt | Theſe are things of infinite Mo- 
are in, ment and Concern, and are ſufficient 
at un- to ſhew us the great Neceſlity of living 
ly pe- rigbteouſſy, ſoberly, and godly in this pre- 
wealed ſent World: but becauſe the weightieſt 
hteouſ e- Truths are too apt to be ſlightly paſ. 


r of ig- | ſed over, I ſhall enlarge a little upon 
xe com> the great Importance of a Religious 
epent; Life; and this I ſhall do, by endea- 
in the _ 4 vouring to ſhew theſe Three Things, 
righte= © | 

2 I. That there is no ſolid Happineſs 
ce un- to beattain'd in this Life, but in the 
ed him Practice of Religion. 

e Sin- | | 

incgand II. That as Religion is the only 
hide us Thing, that can make us happy while 
on tbe we hive; ſo there is nothing but a good 
Throne, © Life 
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The Grant Imiportance 
: Life'can give us any comfortable Pro. 
0 ſpe, when We come to dye. 11 Kal 9 
ö . Nev 1 Un 1 b - 


II., That a conſcientious Obſer- 
vance of the Duties of Religion, will 
not only makeus live happily, and dye 7 
- comfortably, but what is infinitely be- 
vyond this, will moſt certainly be re- 

warded with Eternal Happineſs in the 7 52 
ß Tonic a: MM 


ſhew, Tha⸗ there is no ſolid Happineſs * * 
to be attained in this Life, but in tbe of 
Practice of Religion. 1 


It has been a great Artifice of the 
Devil, to poſſeſs the Minds of incon- 
ſidering Men with an Opinion, that 
Religion is a ſoure, moroſe, ilEᷣnatur d 
Thing; that 'tis an Enemy to every 
thing which is pleaſant and chearful; 
and that whoever engages in the Pra- 
ctiee of it, muſt, from that Inſtant, 
renounce all the Pleaſures and Enjoy- 
ments of Life; but as the Devil is the 
Father of Lies, *tis no wonder that he 
ſers every thing before us in afalſe and 


deceitful Light: It was by this means 
that 


"A 
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le Pro- hat he deceiv'd our firſt Unhappy Pa- 
at 2 rents, and *tis by the ſame Methods, 
' | Fthat he now endeavours to betray their 
Obſer- too credulous Poſterity : He is conti- 
Tag will Inually repreſenting Evil as Good, and 
nd dye Good as Evil; putting Darkneſs for 
ely be- 1 Light, and Light for Darkneſs ; and dif- 
be re guiſing the Beauty and Comelineſs of 
in the Religion, by dreſſing it up in a defor- 
mmed and ugly Dreſs; and too many 
God knows) from ſuch falſe and un- 


our to juſt Repreſentations, . are diſcourag d 


mn from entring upon a Religious Courſe 
in : 5 | 
i | L IMS et ad ' 


4 ol Life. .d 


1 . 8354 N = os pd ef) TY CSI Y by 
of che But, would Men be perfwaded once 
or nc. to make the Exper 
incon- 


forſałe the hidden Paths of Darkneſs, 
that and walk in the Ways that lead to E- 
atur d verlaſting Life, they would ſoon find 
every how groſly they have been cheated; 
ful; they would quickly be convinc d, that 
Fra- there is no Pleaſure like that of a good 
ſtant, 3 Conſcience ; no real and ſolid Happi- 
NJoYe 4 neſs, but what reſults from the Pra- 
i the Citice of Vertue and Religion. They 
at he would then bleſs the happy Change 
e and they had made, and would not part 
wich their Intereſt in God, for the 
x greateſt 


iment; would they 
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be Ureat "Importance. 
greateſt . Worn oy 
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But de it may Ats it - will be ob. 
zecke. That ſome have made Trial F_7 
of Religion, and yet have found no n 
ſuch: Satisfaction therein, as may be IF ©: 
concluded from:their returnin again . 

to their former Courſe of Life. Tis 
. there are ſome inſtances 
(and ſad ones they are, God knows 1 
of rhoſe, who after they babe been onc 
enlig hien d, and have taſted: of the 1 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers - of | 
the Holy Ghoſt, have yet fallen ama), and *＋ 
Bberod themielves again tow Tits of Sin 
\and Folly:; burthis haznorbeer owing © g 
to a Diſſibe of Religion, but either to 
aà want of Care, in not e 
Company which has formerly betrayd 


of the Vows and Reſoluti- 
ons they have made; br it may be, 
— hure fallen under ſome violent * 7h 
- Temptations, | which they have not fo 4 
vigorouſly reſiſted, as they might and 
Ko have done; and beſides, theſe 
Iaſtances I hope are but rare: but then | = 
on the other hand, how manyare "ere, . 
Who 
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4 Religious Life. 8 
ho have forſaken the Company and 
12 verfation of the Wicked, bare la- 
aented the Folly and Madneſſ of their 
aſt Lives, and from the Slaves of Sin 
* d. Satan, become the Servants of God? 
4 baſe wil tell you from their /n Ex- 
1 Pp 2 haye found more 
rue Peace and Sarkfaioniin one {in- 
le Act of Religion, than ever they 
et with lin the moſt voluptuous: and 
*nſual Enjoyment; that all their paſt 
Paful Pleaſures. yield them now no 
ther Fruits, but thoſe bitter anes of 
Shame and Remorſe; whereas in Re- 
gion they find ſuch a Spring of Com- 


TH 888 
Fort continually refreſhing their Souls, | 


Ks they; would not part with for all 
his World could poſlibly give them 3 
8 F bich makes them cry out with Holy 
David, That they had rather be 4 Pgor- 
Neeper in the Hauſe of the Lord, ont of 
Whe meaneſt of God's Servants, chan 
well in ehe Tents of Ungodlineſi, amidſt 

5 Delight: and Pleaſures of ſinful 
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Indeed Ge - a "Man to 9 


atrhen Lite Actions of a well. ſpent LH; ito © 
Ie conſider that he has made God his : 


Friend, 
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12 The Great Importance 
Friend, and has ſecur'd an Intereſt in 
his Favour, who is the Eternal 8ource 
and Fountain of all Good,, infinite in 

Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, as well 

as in Power; not only able, but wil. 

ling and ready to help and aſſiſt him in : 
all Difficulties; a Being to whom he 
may have Recourſe under all Trials 
and Temptations, under the greateſt 

Calamities and Troubles of Life; and 

to whom be may at all times with 

Confidence look up, as being aſſur d, 

that he has a powerful Interceſſor in 

Heaven, ꝓeſus Chriſt the Righteous, in 

Col. 1.14, Whom, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; we have 7 | 

redemption through his blood, even the 
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WL Heb. 7. forgiveneſs of fins: And who 5s able to 4 
25. ſave them to the uttermoft that come un- Hal 
" to God by bim, ſeeing be ever liveth to Neat 
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make Inter ceſſion for them. I ſay, for a a 
Man to conſider theſe things, to think 

that he is anſwering the End of his 
Creation; that he is Ping the Work, 7 
for which God ſent him into the 
World; that he is become a Member of 4 
Chrift, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 4 
| of the Kingdom' of Heaven, muſt needs 4 
II pet. 1. fill his Mind with Foy unſpeakable and 
8. Full of glory, with a Pleaſure and Satis- "WF 
if faction, 
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3 
ereſt in Ation, that is od and ſubſtantial, 


-rmanent and laſting, and which muſt 
el finitely exceed all choſe Delights that 
os well Enſual Men are fo fond of. f. 
but wil. 
bim in . But then, on the ober kand, for a 
10M he red Nun 0 conſider, That rbe. face Ph 34.16. 
Trials IF the Lord is 975 them that do ev, | 


careſs Ind conſequently that he is of the 
* and ren 
5 wich ſpiſes ; that inſtead of working out bis 
ſſur d, | lv ation with fear and trembling as the 
Jus, In 4 ſelf wrath againſt the diy of wrath, 

%%% $4 though (it may be) be is how ele- 
Pe ed with Purple and fine Linen, and fares 


Tj | pruouſly every day; 3 though he may 
preſent live in all the Gaiety and 


me un- 


5 plendor, the Pomp and Luxury of a 
eat Fortune, yet that there will come 


_—_ Time, (and for ought he knows, it 
of his Þ ſhall be many Moments off) when 
Vork. ll be ſtript f all his Pleafuresand 
he Hjoyments, and want even 4 drop ef 
1 er 70 cool his tongue. Surely, 1uch 
: TY Fhoughts as theſe muſt ſtrike the Sin- 
. r i u with Horror and Amaze- 
. 71 ö Rent, like Belſh Iſhazar, when be ſaw 
Satis band. firing upon the wall, make 


f kim 
tion, 3 


14 
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him tremble, even in the midſt of bi 


greateſt Mirth and Jollity. 


And can a Man, with ſuch Thought 
about him, ( and theſe, or ſomething} 
like them will be ſure to baunt him 
be faid to be happy ? Are the Gripiog. 
of Conſcience, the Terrors of an an. 
gry Judge, and the Vengeance of the 
Almighty y, ſuch Things as a Man ca 
be pleasd with? Alas! the Sinner ma 
es himſelf as he pleaſes, and thin 


7 


q 


** 1 


to deceive others, by putting on a1 fl 


Air of Gaiety and Pleaſantneſs, bu F 
tis certain, be can never long be eaſj 


while he carries about with him 8* 


faithful Monitor, that will be conti 
nually upbraiding him for his Folly * 
and Madneſs, repreſenting before i 3 
Eyes the Dangers he is expos'd to | 
and croſſing him, as ir were, in hi? 
Way, when he is in full Purſuir of hi 
unlawful Pleaſures: And though þ 
may be able perhaps ſometimes, to- 
lence the Clamours of this troubleſom 3% 
Companion by meer dint of Noiſe a 
Extravagance; yet when his Paſſion | 
abate, (as they will not always bear! 
be W the Stretch) and the Mu# G 
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Frows cool, he will find the Upbrai- 
Nings of his Mind return upon him 
Thought ke an Armed Man, and the Shame 
omething] nd Anguiſh, the Horror and Confu- 
mt him þ on, that he will then feel, will inf 


Grin:noMhitely over-balance all the Satisfactions 
pf — * ge has found from his ſinful Pleaſures, 
ce of th F 9wn indeed-this is not the Caſe of e- 
Man ca; very Sinner; a Man by a long courſe 


nner ma of Wickedneſs may arrive at ſuch an 
ind thin hardned State, as to be uncapable of 
ag on at fan) ſenſible Impreſſions ; his Soul may 
eſs, bu be ſear d, as it were, with an Hot Iron, 
be eaſj and may be fallen into ſuch a deep and 
\ him fatal Letbargy, as nothing perhaps 
be cont; ſhall be able to awaken it, till ir comes 
is Folly to feel the very Torments of the 
xefore b Pamn'd : But will any one ſay, that 
pos'd i this Man is happy, if we conſider him 
„ in h only in reſpect to this World, abſtra- 
ir of h Cted from what will be his Lot hereaf- 
nough þ ter? Are there no preſent Evils, be- 
es, tol i ſides the Torments of a guilty Conſci-- 
ubleſom ence, that attend a wicked Life ? Are 
loiſe an not Pains. and Aches, Rottenneſs and 
Paſſion Diſeaſes the natural Effects of Luſt 
s bear and Intemperance Poverty and Rags, 
he Ma of Pride and Luxury? Does not Paſ- 
grow ö ſion, and An ger, and Revenge, ex 
F. | C43 pole 


% = 
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der bring 


ries and Calamities that ſome Men la- 


Wi And in truth how can it be otherwiſe, 
o. 3.33. if we conſider what Solomon ſays, that 
| the curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the 
Wh. 13-21. wicked; and that evil purſueth Sinners. 
W || How gan any thing but Miſery attend 


1s curſed of him ? 


W | Let us now confider, What is the 

"nt Lot and Portion of good Men in this 
World, and ur the Practice of 
Religion and Vertue is not the moſt 


1! likely Way that a Man can take to 
. make 


bour under; from whence come they, . 
but from their Luſts and Paſſions? 


him, that has God for his Enemy, and 1 


poſe ſome Men to Fightings and e 

Qaarrels; Robbery, Theft and Mur- Seri 
upon others a ſhameful and 
untimely. End; How many Evils are 
there in the World, that are the im- 
mediate Effects of Mens Vices ; not 
only what befal ſome particular Per- 

— and Families, but even whole 

Wl Kingdoms: From whence come wars and ca 
il = 4+ I. fightings among you, lays St. Fames, hi 
fil come they not hence, even of your luſts, ® 
that war in your members? And the ſame 


may be faid as to many of the Miſe- in. 


7 


7s and | T 


l Mur. 


; not 
ir per- 


whole 


ars and 


Fame, 
luſts, 
fore, when he was to inſtruct his Son 
iin the Ways of true Happineſs, he ad- 


e ſame 
Mife- 
en la- 
they, 
hons? 
rwiſe, 
, that 
of the 
mners. 
trend 
„ and 


c perience of the Pleaſures of the World 
al and I 
vils are 


he im- 5 


King ; for Wiſdom, fays he, 5s che prin- Prov: * 


and as an Encouragement fo to 0, 
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nake himſelf o_ here as. well As: 


after? Solomon had as much, Ex- 


s ever Man had, and tried as man 
ays to make himſelf happy as his 
ag could well deviſe; having, as he 

ys of himſelf, . kepe nothing. from his Eccleſ. 23: 
5 * they. deſired, nor with held his 10. "2 
Þeart from any joy ; and yet, when he. | 
ame to caſt up the Account, he found 
This to be the Sum of it, That all was 
vanity andvexation of ſpirit: And there- 


Fviſes him to ger wiſdom and underſtane 


| 127 thing, therefore get N iſdom ; and 55 7˙ 
with all thy getting get underſtanding 3 


| 


She tells him in another Place, that 
Happy is the man, that findetb wiſdom, Chap. 32 
1 Land the man- that getteth underſtanding : v. 13, &c. 
For the merchandize of it is better than 
/ ebe merchandize of ſilver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more pre- 
cious than —— and all the things thou 

eanſt deſire are not to be compared unto 

er. Length of days are in ber right handy 
f and in her left hand riches, and honour ; 


2. 10. 


Jeb 38. 
28. 


j 
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Her ways are ways of pleaſantnefs, andall 1 


ber paths are peace, And what this 


Wifdom and Underſtanding is, Solo | 
Chap. 9. mon tells us # another Place: The fear 
of the Lord, ſays he, 55 the beginning ef 
wiſdem, aud the knowledge of the holy s Þ 
uiiderRlanding. Or, as it is in Job, Be- 
Pu the ferry of the Lord; rhat i wiſdom ; 
aid to depart from! coil is underſtanding, 


Here then is the Excellency of Re- 
ligion; that it not only ſecures to us a 
Reverſron of endleſs Happineſs, bur 
makes our Lives at preſent eaſy and 
deklightful; the very Ways of Religi- Nat 
on are pleaſant, as well as the End. 


Tis true indeed, Vice has its preſent 


Pleaſures as well as Vertue; but then 


— 


7 £ . 22 
r 
1 


F Jy 
1 : 

— = a "a < <A 
* K 


— * 


1 


* 


e 


= 8, _ 


there is this Difference between them, hi 


that Sin, though it may yield a preſent 


that all its Pleaſures are dearly accoun- 


ted for, ſince they are purchaſed at the 
Expence of a deal of ſucceeding Trou- 
ble, Shame, and Self- condemnation; 
Whereas in Religion we find it quite o- 
cherwiſe ; the Pleafures that ariſe from e 

thence, are not only great, but laſting ; Ri 
#7 they 


„Satisfaction to a carnal Mind, yet it. 
leaves a deadly Sting bebind it; fo 


t then Feſt, but ſhort and tranſitory, but in 
them, this we find a Delight and Satisfaction 
preſent which is ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting ; 

yet it Fs good Conſcience is a continual Feaſt, 


it; fo 


ccoun- 
at the 


Trou- 


uite o- 


from 


x 
4 2 - 
— 
* 
— 5 
ö 
1 
. 


ſting; 


they 


us tte Mind, no Loathings and Diſlike, 
vor are attended with thoſe Allays that 


„We may talk of Pleaſures and En- Ar. By. of 


Church, but no Man ever truly 


“ his 
an entire Friendſhip and Communi- 


hat can give us any true and real Sa- 


Fefreſhes the Soul under the 
ation; 
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Always accompany ſinful Gratifications. 


joy- ments, ſays a Great Man of our York in 
| # Volume 


found them, till he became acquain-? 7799088 
* red with God, and was made ſen- 

fible of his Love, and Partaker of 
Spiritual Favours, and lived in 


on with him. — No certainly, 
Religion is the only Happineſs of a 
Mational Creature, the only Thing 


Fisfaction; all other Pleaſures are, at 


A never-ceafing Spring of Joy and Com- 
ort; it makes the Heart m „ and 
the Countenance glad, and chears _ 
te 
Troubles and Calamities of Life : He 
¶ that is poſſeſ#d of this ineſtimable Jew- 
Fel, has a Treafure greater than all the 
Riches of the Indies, a Treaſure, which 
! neither 
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neither the Malice of Devils nor evil 
Men can rob him of; and ſo long as 
he retains that, (as be may always do, 
unleſs he is wretchedly wanting to 
himſelf ) he can never be truly miſera- 
ble. For as a good Conſcience gives 
a Reliſh to all our outward Enjoy- 
ments, ſo it abates and takes off the 
Edge of the ſharpeſt Afflictions; an 
not only enables a Man to bear up un- 
der preſent Evils, but fortifies him a- 

| galt the Dread and Apprehenſion of 
future ones; it arms a Man with 
Courage and Reſolution, and gives 
him ſuch a Firmneſs and Preſence of | i 
Mind, as makes him able to endure 

| the greateſt Sock. The Holy Pſal- 7 

Pal. 112. mift tells us, that a good Man rat not | 

7. be afraid F any evil tidings, for his heart 

| fandeth fat, and believeth in the Lord. 

Pal. 23. Tea, though I walk, ſays he, through the | 

22 valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
no Evil; for thou art with me, iy 
rod and thy - flaff comfort me.. What | 
ſhould he fear, whoſe Soul is anchor'd 
upon the Rock of Ages? He knows, 
that be is in the Hands of God, who 
is a kind and merciful Father, and is 
aſkur.d, that all things ſhall work, toge- 


ther | 
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ther for good to them thas love him; and 
therefore he can rejoyce in God, even 
in the midſt of Trouble and Afflicti- 
on, when he conſiders, that his affii- 2 Cor. 4, 
Rions are but for a moment, and that, if l/. 
he makes a right Ule of them, they will 
work for. him 4 far more exceeding and 
IJ cternal werght of glory, | 
See then the Folly and Madaeſs of | | 
thoſe, that take not God for their frength, Pſ. 52. 8. 
but truſt to the multitude of their riches, | 
and ſtrengthen themſelves in their wicked- [ 
eſs, and think by theſe Means to ſe» 
cure themfelves from the Evils of this | 
Life. — Alas! There are numberleſs | 
X Calamities, from which Wealth and 
Power can never ſhelter us; and there- 
fore when a Man lets go his Truſt and 
Confidence in God, and takes Sanctu- 
YZ ary in the Strength of his Wickedneſs, 
be will find himſelf miſerably miſta- 
ken; for he will ſoon perceive, that 
3 the Weight of Sin, ſuperadded to that 
Jof Temporal Evils, is a Burden grea- 
ter than he is able to bear. No; 
© there is nothing can alleviate the Force 
of worldly Troubles, hut a good Life; 
That makgs a Man look up with Con- 


fdence 


: 
: 
: 
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fidence to God, and gives him a near 


Proſpect 


* 


of that Place, where there « 
Fulneſi of jer, and pleaſures for evermore; | 


And this, though it wilt not remove 


the Afflictions which God is ſomerimes | 
pleas'd for wiſe and good Ends to ſend |} 


. Heaven, 


upon 


Force of them; for how ſtrong a Con- 
ſolation muſk it be for a good Man, un- 
der Bodily Grief and Pains, to con- 
template a State, whereunto he is haſt- 


Men in this Life, yet it 
will * leſſen and enervate the 


ring, where there ſhall be no more 


Sorrow, mo more Pain, and where all 


Tears ſbal for ever be wiped from his | 


Rye: Or if he is under the Preſſures & 


of Want and Neceſſity, how muſt it 
ſupport and relieve his ſinking Spirits 
to conſider, that he has a Father in 


nor for ſalle bim, 


Life, Fra, as it fills our. Minds 
| Joy, 


who will never leave bim 
however he may 
think fit ro deprive him of outward 
Comforts ;- and that there is no Perſon 
in the World fo great, fo profperous, 
ſo happy, but that (having a litile Pa- 
tience) he himſelf ſhall be more ſo! * 


| live: kikerts conſider d a good 


with! 


near 
here u | 
more; 
move 
times 
ſend 
yet it 
e the 
Con- 


n, un- 
con- 


haſt- 


more 
re al 
eſſures 
uſt it 
Spirits 
1er in 
ve him 
may 
tward 8 
Perſon 4 
erous, 


le Pa- 


ſo! 


good 


s With 


Joy, 


likely to ſecure a Man's Happineſs in | 
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Joy, and Peace, and Comfort, and d- 
livers us from thoſe uneaſy Thoughts 21 
and Reflections, which haunt and tor- 
ment the Sinner : And, Secondly, as it 
is a Means to ſecure. us from thoſe E- 
vils, which are the immediate Effects 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, and to ſupport 
us under ſuch Afflictions, as it pleaſes 
God many times to ſend upon good 
Men in this World. I ſhall now con- 
ſider it with reſpect to ſome other 
Advantages it has above that of a 
wicked one; whereby, I hope, it will 
fully appear, That there is nothing ſo 


this World. as a ſtrict Obſervance of 
the Precepts and Duties of Religion. 


St. Peter Jays it down as an un- 
doubted Truth, that the Practice of 
W is the only Foundation of Hap- 
pineſs in this Life; He that will love 1 Pet. 3. 
Life, lays he, and ſee good days, let him 10, 11. 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they ſpeakno guile; let himeſchew evil 1 
and do good, And to the fame effect, i 
lays the Holy Pſalmi# in the 24th Pal. 34. 
Pſalm; the Reaſon of which is given 12, &c. 
by them both, almoſt in the very ſame 
| | | Words; | 


4 


j 
i 
I 


! 
jj 
. 


| 


1 
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1 Pet. 3. Words; For the eyes of the Lord are o- 1 and! 
12. ver the bp and hir ears are open Ny, 

| Pal. 24. wnto their prayers; but the face ib ; prof 
15, 16. Lord 1j againſt them that do evil, In- uc 

deed from that whole Pſalm, as well! or! 

as many it is evidem, that * 

the Providence of God does very much 15 

Intereſt it ſelf in the Care and Sup- ſpbich 

port of Men in this World; and 1 tainlz 

fo the Holy P/almiſt tells us, in ano. Relig 
ther Place, he had found it from his can 

| PL. 37-25-0wn Obſervation; ; IT have been young, Wor 

N ſays he, and now am old, und yet ſav table 

I never the righteous forſaken, nor his jel 

begging their bread. As on the contra- In 
v. 36, 3. ry; T have ſeen, ſays he, the ungodly i in | Lem 
great pomer, and flouriſhing like a green and 

bay- tree: I went by, and lo! he was gone; ¶ taug 

T fought him, but his place could no one 

where 15 found. The very Memory of that 

him it ſeems was extinct and gone. hone 

and 

It is certain, that God is a Being of ſes; 

infinite Purity and Holineſs; and as his C 

he muſt therefore hate Iniquity with to d 

the utmoſt Hatred; fo there is no ſhou 


dlaoubt, but a ferivus and conſcientious | - 
| Obſervance of the Duties of Religion 


will recommend a Man to his or | 
| an 


EI of a Relitious Life. 
{ are o und Kindneſs; and though I will not 
we open ay, that never any wicked Man has 


r of the proſper'd, nor any good Man been re- 

„ In-Wied' to Straits and Difficulties in this 

World, yet, ſince the Scripture aſſures 

a zus, That Godlineſ has the promiſe of the 1 Tim. 4. 
Vite, that now it, as well as of that 8. 


Wobich is t come; 1 think we may cer- 


Religion is the moſt likely way a Man 
can take to thrive and proſper in the 
young, World, and to make his Life comfor- 
er ſaw table and happy. 


gone; ¶ taught us this Truth: For, let any 


d no one conſider. and tell me, whether he 


ry of that is juſt and true is all his Dealings, 
e. boneſt aud ſincere in all his Profeffions 

and faichfal to his Word and Promi- 
ig of ſes; that is diligent and induſtrious in 
id as his Calling, makes it his conſtant Rule 
with to do to all Men as he would they 
no ſhould do to him, and is fo far fron 
ious FF endeavouting to over-reach and de- 
gion fraud his Neighbour, that he flyes 
'our from every Appearance of ſuch Evils, 
and * and 


tainly conclude, That the Practice of 


Intra- Indeed, bad the Scriptures been fi 
ly in lent in this Matter, yet the Reaſon 
green and Nature of Things would have 


5 


26 


enlarge his Fortune in the World, 
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and had rather forego the greateſt 
Gain, than purchaſe it at the Expence | 


one tell me, whether it is not much 
more probable, that ſuch an one ſhould Þ 


than he that acts the very Reverſe of | 


all this; that practiſes all the Arts of 


Cheating and Lying, of Over-reaching | 


and Circumvention, and ſtoops to e- 


very thing, how baſe and diſhoneſt ſo- 
which he thinks will turn to 
his preſent Profit; that conſiders not 
ſo much, how honeſt and upright his 
Actions are, as how profitable; and 
cares not what his Neighbour ſuffers by 
his Injuſtice, ſd he himſelf does but 
get by it? Such an one, when he 
comes to be known, (as he will not 
be able long to conceal, himſelf) will 
certainly loſe his Credit and Reputati- 
on ; he will become hated and deſpi- 
ſed, and every one will be afraid to 
have any Dealings with him: whilſt,on | 
the other hand, the honeſt and upright * 
Man {beſides the Bleſſing of God, 


ever, 


which he cannot fail of) will be ſure 


to meet with the Love and Eſteem of 
all chat know him; be will have wy : 


if any, Enemies, but many Friends, 
and thoſe ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt 
of Men, who will be always ready to 
help and aſſiſt him, and be glad of e- 
very Opportunity of promoting his In- 
tereſt and Happineſs. 


2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, 
and what gives a Reliſh to all our o- 
ther Enjoyments, is Health; and who 
is more likely to obtain this, than the 
religious Man? For will not Tempe- 
rance, Sobriety and Vertue, (Duties 
which he praCtiſes) conduce more to 
a ſound and vigorous Conſtitution of 
Body, than Surfeiting and Drunken- 
neſs, Luſt and Intemperance ; the miſ- 
chievous Effects of which are too viſi- 
ble to be deny d? What Sickneſs and 
Diſeaſes have ſome brought upon them- 
ſelyes meerly by their Exceſs and De- 
baucheries; Diſeaſes, which have not 
terminated with their own Lives, but 
have been entail'd upon their unhappy 
Poſterity? It is impoſſible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe 
God to change the Nature of Things ; 
for if Men will run into thoſe Exceſ- 
ſes, which inflame and corrupt their 

| D 2 Blood, 
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all their Lives 


where ſhall a Man obtain this, but in 
the Practice of Religion; that will 


o ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations of 
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Blood, tis no Wonder, if a Feaver 
or Dropſy, or ſome more fatal Diſtem. | 
per proceeds from ſuch a Diſorder; 
and when a vicious and debauch'd Pa. 
rent has brought Rottenneſs into his 
own Bones, though the Children may | 
be free from the Vices of their Fa- 
ther, yet they many times feel the miſ. 
chieyous Effects of his Tranſgreſſions f 


3. Again, a chearful and contented | 
Mind is another great Bleſſing of 
Life, for without it nothing in this Þ 
Worid can make us happy; and | 


teach him to reſign his Will to God, | 


his Providence, and to be patient and 
eaſy, chearful and ſatisfy'd under eve- 
xy Df and Trouble he 
meets with; as knowing, that God is 
the ſovereign Diſpoſer of all Things; 
a Being af infinite Goodneſs, Kind- 
neſs and Love ; one that does not wil- | 
lingly ict the Children of Men, but 
makes every thing work together for good | 


. 
r 


eaſy, 


— 
2 


7 envious, and ambitious Man is ſeldom, 


F highly conducing to the Happineſs of 
Lie; and this is what the Religious 


3 ſend his Son to be the propitiation for our 10, 11. 
= Sins,) we ought alſo to love one another; 
and therefore he is an Enemy to no 
Man, but kind and obliging to all; 
and if any one is ſo unreaſonable, as 
to reward him evil for good, (as the 
Fſalmiſt complains ſome had done to 


viour, (whoſe Example he continually 
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eaſy; and contented muſt fach a Man © © 
be under all Events? He has learn'd | 
with St. Paul, how to abound, and how 
to want, and as he is not puft up with 
the one, fo neither is he caſt down, 
when it pleaſes God to ſend the other; 
but goes through the World with à 
chearful, even, and contented Mind, 
free from all that Inquietude, Impati- 
ence and Diſcontent, which a proud, 


if ever, free from, 
| e 1 10 


4. Peace is another great Bleſfing; 


Man has the juſteſt Claim to; he con- | 
ſiders, that Ged fo lov d us, ( 4 to 1 John 4. 


him) yet in Imitation of his bleſſed Sa- 


ſets before him) he does good to thim that Mat. 5. 44. 


bare bim, and prays for theni that deſpire- 


D 3 fully 
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I Pet. 2. fully uſe, him aud perſecute bim. When 
23. le is reniſed, he rrviles not again; when | 
he ſuffers be threatens not, but conmit- | 
teth, 1 fo to aq that judgeth righte- | 
ouſly... He reſolyes, as St. Pau} adviles, | 
Eph. 4.3 1. 10 ut q- all bitterneſs, - ang wrath, | 
. and anger, end clamour, and enilſpeak | j 

with, all maliae; and endeavours 

1 — * the Attainment of that Wiſdom, | 4 
| which is fram above, which is faſt pare, | a 
Em. 3. 17. then peacgable, gentle and eafy to be in- 
1 treated, full of mercy and good fruits, | 
And this Principle * Love and Cha. | 
2 Carl 23 it ac the Mind quiet and 

ompo d, ſo i 1c makes 
2 * Ago not ee bappy himſelf, but 


2. Rleſſin Fe 00 to all about 
conſequently attracts the 


1.  :Lave add Eſteem and Admiration of 
thoſe, that fee and feel. the kind and 
benign Influences of ſo Divide a Tem- 


= Life of an angry and . 
Man is all ayer Storm and Tempeſt ; |: 
be is a 1 to Peace, and to all 5 
the blafled Fruits and Effect of it, (for 


. » poſe ks, there 1. 15 confuſion and every ; 
| 3 ee bis Mad is EEE | 4 
5 N 


. 


Bur now, on the other hand, 


1 16. where enV} ng: an Arife i 38 the As 7 
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leſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 
with the violent Force of unruly Paſ- 
ſions, which lead him on from one 
Evil to another, and hurry him many 
times into thoſe that are of a very miſ- 
chieyous Conſequence. And what 
Miſery and Torment muſt: a Man 
feel, who is poſſeſi d with 2 Spirit fo 
directly contrary to that of. the G. 
ſpel ? How little can he taſt of the 
true Happineſs of Life, whoſe Mind 
is always diſordered and out of Tune? 
He may perhaps poſſeſe a great deal 
2 of the World, but can enjoy very lit- 
tle of ic ; for what Comfort can he 
find from any thing in this World, 
who has no Peace in his own Mind; 
who is at Enmiy with himfalf, and 
with almoſt every one elſe, and is ca» 
pable of being put out of humour by 
every trifling croſs Accident? Is it 
poſſible for a Man of ſuch a Temper 
to be happy, even in the midlt of the 
greateſt Enjoyments ? No certainly; tis 
the meek-ſpirit2d that our Saviour has 


pronounc'd bleſſed, and they only ſhall Matt.5.5. | 


inherit the earth; they fhall be refreſh- 


ed, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, in the multi-Pſal. 32. 
tude of peace, and ſhall find a real 11. 


Comfort 
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Comfort in whatever they have; which 
-(though' it ſhould happen 


will undoubtedly 


to be but 


little) yet being enjoy d in Peace and 
Quiet, and wih à contented Mind, 
yield them a much 


greater and truer —— than | 
ſpoſition can 


Man of a contra ello 
reap from large P eon 5 and ample 
Revenues. ar 

F. I ſhall mention bur one Aer 
tage more, Which a good Man bas a. 
bove a wicked one, as to this World, 
and that is in reſpect 


much greater Reaſon to ex 


days of their youth, and brings them up 
in the Fear and Admonition of the 
Lord; he ſets before them the Ex- 
ample of a holy and religious Life, 
and endeavours to wean them from 


the Pride and Vanity of the World, 


* 


of dutiful 284 N 
obedient Children; which is allow d 
by all to be a great Bleſſing i in it ſelf, 2 
and is what, I think, the former bas 1 
and 
hope for, than the latter; for if it plea- · 
ſes God to bleſs. a good. Man with 
Children, be begins very early to in- 
ſtil into their tender Minds the Princi- | 
ples of Vertue and Religion; he teach- 
es them to remember their Creator in the 


_—_—— 
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and from all thoſe hurtful Luſts and 
Paſſions, which tend only to make them 
miſerable both here and hereafter; he 
inſtructs them in that Knowledge, 
which is uſeful and profitable, which 
will give them a right Underſtanding 
of themſelves and of their Duty, and 
make them wife unto Salvation; and 
when the Grace of God co-operates 
with theſe Endeavours, (as it will not 
fail to do) what comfortable Hopes 
may not ſuch a Parent entertain of rea- 
ping the happy Fruits of all his La- 
bours? Inſtead of looking upon his 
Children with Grief and Trouble, and 
having bis Grey Hairs, by their Means, 
brought down with Sorrow to the 
Grave ; how much rather may he ex- 
pect to behold them with Pleaſure and 
Delight, when he ſees them as ſo ma- 
ny Olive-Branches round about his 
Table fruitful in every good Work, 
and increaſing in the Knowledge and 

Love of God? 


3 Thereis no one, I believe, but will 
allow, that this is the moſt likely Way 
2 Man can take to be happy in his 
Children; and though it ſhould hap- 
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that which he hath ſpoken of him. | 


The Great Importance. 


pen not to prove effectual, (for Succeſt 
is not in our own Power) yet this he 
may be ſure of, that his pious and fin- 
cere Endeavours to train up his Chil- 
dren in a ſober, honeſt, andreligious | 
Manner, will certainly recommend 
him to the Favour and Love of God, 
as is manifeſt from the great Regard} 
God expreſs'd for Abraham, on this ve. 
ry Account, And the Lord ſaid, ſhall 1% 


17518, 19. ide from Abraham that thing which! 


do; ſeeing that Abraham ſhall ſurely be. 


come a great and mighty Nation, and all | 


the Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed 


in him? For I know him, that he will 


command his Children and his Houſholl | 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way ef 
the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Judgment; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abrahan || 


This is a great Encouragement to 
Parents, to be very careful in the E- 


dren ; they are laying up in Store 
a good Foundation againſt the Day ol | 


Trouble, 


Trout 


them; 
that tl 
dren v 
ſtandii 
usd t 
will th 
that t] 
their ( 
free fi 
a wie 
his C 
thoſe 
ample 
leſsne 
fall it 
he ſu 
will x 


has hi 
tO AC 


(as k 
3 Wor 
phet 
thou 
ducation of their Children; they are not 
making Proviſion for their own Hap- wicke 
pineſs, at the ſame Time they are en- 


deavouring to ſecure that of their Chi- þ;s 5: 


life : 


at th; 
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Trouble, if it ſhould ever come upon 
them; I mean, if it ſhould pleaſe God, 
that they ſhould live to ſee their Chil- 


ucceſ; | 
his he 


d {1n- dren wicked and miſerable, notwith- 
Chil Wſtanding all the Endeavours they have 
er Jus'd to make them otherwiſe; they 
mend 


will then have the Comfort to conſider, 


God, that they are clear from the Guilt of 


egard their Childrens Sins; they will then be 
15 ve. free from thoſe bitter Reflections that 
* '| a wicked Man muſt make, who ſees 
PDICHN 1% 


his Children ruin'd and undone by 
thoſe Vices and Follies, which his Ex- 
ample has taught them, or his Care- 
leſsneſs and Neglect ſuffered them to 
fall into bitter Reflections, I ſay, to 
ſhold ¶ he ſure they muſt be, that ſuch an one 
way f will make, when he conſiders, that he 
ment; has his Childrens Sins as well as his own 
rahan to account for, and applies to himſelf 

(as he may juſtly do) thoſe dreadful 
Words, which God ſpake to the Pro- | 
ent to phet Ezekiel, When I ſay unto the wicded, Ezek. 3. 
the E. thou ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou giveſt him 18. 


ey are BY not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the 


Hap- 


wicked from his wicked way to ſave his 


ely be⸗ 
ind al 
bleſſed 


be will 


e ell” BY Life: the ſame wicked Man ſhrll die in 
Chilbi. iniquity; but his blood will I require 
N ö at thy handi.— O terrible Words of moſt 
Jay of | 


jult 


ouble, | 
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juſt Judgment! How dreadful muſt WM and 
they ſound in the Ears of a wicked Pa- ¶ Luſt 
rent, whoſe Children have periſhed Wfign 
through his Fault! here 


I have now conſidered ſome of thoſe cepts 
Duties which Religion obliges us to, MF a kin 
and endeavour'd to ſhew how. condu- HI 
cive they are to our Temporal Hap- neve 
pineſs ; by which I hope it ſufficiently M'noth! 
appears, how much good Men have the I 
the Advantage of the wicked, even as yet 
to this World. And here I cannot will 
but take Notice of the wonderful Love ¶ there 
of God to Mankind, in that to encou- Wſerv'c 
rage our Obedience to his Laws, he love 
has annex d a preſent as well as future but 
Reward to a good Life, and has ſo in- Vert 
terwoven our Duty and Happineſs to- | 
gether, that while we are diſcharging Etern 
our Obligations to the one, we are at fore t. 
the ſame Time making Proviſion for Chow 


the other. them) 
mome 

How much then do they derogate ſtruct 
from the Honour of God, who repre- | rh - 
e 


ſent Religion as an unprofitable and 
unpleaſant Task! when 'tis plain to ; 
any. Man, that conſiders things rightly, Þ 


and 
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and is not under the Prejudice of his 

Luſts and Paſſions, that the great De- 

ſign of Religion is to make us happy 

bere as well as hereafter; and would 
all Men live up to the Rules and Pre- 


"thoſe ¶ cepts of it, we ſhould find this World 


us to, a kind of Heaven upon Earth. 


ondu- BY Had the Practice of our Duty been 


Hap. never fo irkſom and uneaſy, and had 
ently nothing but Trouble and Miſery been 
have the Lot of good Men in this World, 
en as yet when we conſider, that this Life 
annot will ſhortly have an End, and that 
Love there is an eternal Weight of Glory re- 
ncou - ferv'd in Heaven for thoſe that truly 


„ he love and ſerve God; what wiſe Man 
ature ¶ but would prefer the rugged Paths of 
d in- Vertue and Religion, which he 
s to- knows will ſhortly lead him into an 


Eternity of Bliſs and Happineſs, be- 
fore the ways of Sin and Wickednefs, 
(how pleaſant ſoever he might find 
them) where he is in Danger every 
moment of falling into the Pit of De- 
ſtruction, and which, he is ſure, will 
in a little Time bring him into a Place 
of endleſs Miſery and Torment! 


E But 
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But, as this is not the Caſe; ſince 
there is nothing in Religion, but what 
tends to make our Lives eaſy, chearful 
and contented; nothing but what is 
ſuitable to our Natures, and agreeable | 
to the Dictates of right Reaſon ; no- 
thing, but what will ennoble our Mind, 
enlarge our Underſtandings, and in- 
ſpire us with a generous Principle of u- 
niverſal Love, and Charity, and k 
Will to Mankird ; in ſhort, ſince 
the Commands of God are not grievour, 
but his Noke is eaſy, and his burden light, . 
It manifeſtly follows, that as a good 
Life is the higheſt Wiſdom; ſo 2 
Wicked one is the Extremity of Foly 
and Madneſs. 7 


ſince 
t what 
xearful 8 
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eeable 
3 no- 
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C HAP. II. 


N the foregoing Chap: 
ter, I have endeavoured 
to ſhew, that Vertue 
and Religion is the on- 
ly ſolid Foundation of 
Happineſs in this World; 
theonly Thing that can make us paſs 
the Time of our Pilgrimage here on 
E 2 Earth 


„ 
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Earth with any tolerable Eaſe and 
Comfort: I ſhall now proceed, in the 
next Place, to conſider the great Ad- 


vantage of a good Liſe, from that com- 


fortable Proſpect it gives us when we | 
come to dye. | 


And this is an Advantage peculiar p 
to Vertue and Religion, and what a | 
Lite of Sin and Wickedneſs never pre- 
tended to; the moſt, which that pro- 
miſes its Votaries, is to regale their 
Senſes for a while; it gives them no | 
Hopes beyond the Grave, nor aims at 
any thing farther than a ſhort-livd Þ 
Happineſs; whereas Religion diſcovers i! 
to us a Scene of endleſs Bliſs and Joy; | 


and while it teaches us to remember, 


that we have no abiding City here, and 
that it is appointed for all Men once to 
che; it does, at the ſame time, give 
us a Proſpect of that Heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem, where the Righteous ſhall ſhine 
as the Stars in the Firmament, and 
ſhall live for ever in the Preſence of 
God; in that fulneſi of Joy, which is at 


bis right hand for evermore. 


Ic 


and | 
n the 2 
Ads J 
-OM=» L 
1 we | 


altar. | 
To a * 


pre. 


pro- : 


heir 


Yer, 
and 
» to 
ive 
A- 
ine 
nd 
of 
at 


= it is to leave 4 barren and dry wilderneſi, 


sat 
vd Þ 
7ers 4 
bort: he conſiders, I ſay, that #hough | 
bis earthly cabernasle is diſſolved, yet he. Cor. 5 


| 
ö 


| 
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It muſt indeed be own'd, that Death 
is the great King of Terrors; that the 
Diſſolution of Soul and Body, and the 
Thoughts of becoming a Prey to the 
devouring Worms, carries in it ſome- 
thing very ſhocking to Human Na- 
ture; yet to a good Man, Death ap- 
pears in a quite different View; he 
conſiders, that to leave this World, 
is only to quit a Place of Trouble and 
Vexation, of Vanity and Emptineſs; 


where no water is, for the delightful 
Regions of Bliſs and Happineſa, where 
there are Rivers of Pleaſure, and a 
never-cealing Spring of endleſs Com- 


has a building of God, a houſe not made 285 
with hands, eternal in the Heavens. He 

is aſſur d with Fob, that his Redeemer Job 19 
liveth, and that he (hall ſtand at the 25,26,2 
latter day upon earth; and though after 

his skin, worms deſtroy his body, yet 

in his fleſh he ſhall ſee God, whom he ſhall 


 Goferk imſelf, and his eyes ſhall behold 


2 
1 


and not another. 
E 3 This 


4 * 
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This is what Religion promiſes to | 
them, who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for glory and honour and im- 
mortality; and itis the Hopes and Ex- | 
pectations of this, that fortifies the | 
Mind of a good Chriftian, and gives | 
him a Courage and Reſolution, which | 
even Death it ſelf ſhall not be able to 


ſhake. 


It was this that gave Holy David | 
fuch a Firmneſs of Mind, as made him 
„ ay, Though I walk through the valley of 
the ſhadow of Death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff 
they comfort me. He had made God 


his Portion, his Hope and his Truſt: 


ar 2. The Lord, ſays he, is my ſtony rock, and 


my defence, my Saviour, my God, and my 
bs in whom I will truſt, my buckler, 
the horn alſo of my ſalvation. And tho 
we find him ſometimes complaining, 
that the ſorrows of death had compaſſed 
bim, and the overflowings of ungodlineſs 
made him afraid; that the pains of Hell 
came about him, and the ſnares of Death 
overtook, him; yet the great Confidence 
be bad in the Goodneſs and Love of 
God, 
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God, and the firm Belief of a better 
Life after this, overcame all his Fears. 1 
I had fainted, ſays he, but that I verily Pf, 27.134 
believe, to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord i 
in the land of the living. 


Religion has been the Support of good 
Menin all Ages; it is certain, whoe- 
ver leans upon any thing elſe, will 
find, that he truſts to a broken Reed, 
which will fink under him; there is 
nothing (as I have obſerv'd in the for- 
mer chapter) but the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience, and the hopes of the 
Favour and Love of God, that is able 
to bear a Man up under the Weight 
and Preſſure of any great Calamity; 
much leis will any thing elſe be ſuffi- 
cient at the Hour of Death: For then 
we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures 
and Eojoyments of this World, of all 
2; thoſe things, wherein we are now apt 
do place fo great a Confidence; and 
* unleſs we are fortify'd with the Shield of 
Faith, and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſ- 
3 neſs; unleſs we have put on the Lord 
* Jeſus, and are cloathed with the Robes 
| of Righteouſneſs, we ſhall be left na- 
ked and defenceleſs, to encounter _ 
wit 


| 
/ 
4 
4 
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with all its Terrors: The Sinner, how: | 


ever he may now truſt in the multi felt | 
| of his Riches, and . 255 . In th 
his. wickedneſs, muſt then let go all his a factic 
Dependencies, and deſcend into the mild 
_—_ of Darkneſs without Hope, — 
and (what is yet more terrible) win 8 
dreadful Expectations. Of what inf: exe 
nite Moment and Importance is it then be — 
to us all, ſo to live, that when the time 5 N 
appointed for our great change ſhall. come, wha 
we may meet Death without Fear and ; _ 
Aſtoniſhment, and with an humble _ 
1 may look up to God, in fat 
men Mo . „ven, 
Chuit Jeſus! pe of his Mercy in Com 
when 
A good Life is the ſure Pledge of 2 ing 
happy Death; as it fills our Minds — 
with Joy and Satisfaction, while we Þ 22 
live, far ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures ; __ 
of ſenſual Enjoyments : fo, when we ; and . 
come to dye, it gives us that Peace of N _ 
God, which paſſes all underſtanding. 13 
when a Man in his laſt Hour, can lock _ 
back upon a Life well ſpent, and wih * 
King Hezekiah can ſay, Remember now ; 2 5 
O Lord, ] beſeech thee, how I have a b b = 


led before thee, in truth, and with a pr» ¶ ſerv'd 
fl et 4 
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felt heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy ſight, what an unſpeakable Satis- 
faction muſt it be to him? How 
mild and calm will Death then ap- 
pear, and with how little Concern will 
he receive its Summons! With what 
Chearfulneſs will he then take Leave 
of this World, and all that was dear 


to him in ir, and how contentedly 
will he quit his earthly Tabernacle, 
# when he conſiders, that he's to ex- 


oy 
= 

- 
* 
9 
15 
— 4 
* 
21 
72 


ſerv'd in this World, will take Ca 


nne o. 


change it for a Building of God, a Houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens! Ifay, what an unſpeakable 


Comfort muſt it be to a Dying Man, 


when he is entring into the Valley 
of the Shadow ef Death, to have before 
him a bright Proſpect of Life and 
Glory; to find the Light of God's. 
Countenance ſhining upon his Mind, 
and the Comforts of his holy Spirit 
cheering and refreſhing his Soul; to 
look up to God with an humble Con- 


fidence, and with a well grounded: 


Hope of his Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus to 
reſign his Soul into his Maker's Hands, 
nothing doubting, but that his heaven- 
ly Father, whom be has faithfully 
re of 
him 
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him, and reward him in the next! O. 


How far more happy muſt the Death 


of ſuch an one be, than the moſt en. 
vied State of the greateſt Mortal ? Who 
would not wiſh with Balaam to dye th Þ 
death of the Righteous, and that his laſt 
end might be like bis > Eſpecially, 14 
If we conſider, in the next Place, 


the miſerable Condition of a wicked 
Man, when he comes to dye: But 
how ſhall I deſcribe the Agonies and 
Convulſions of Mind, that a deſpair. 
ing Sinner labours under in his laſt 
Hour! Who can expreſs the Thou- 
fandth Part of the Anguiſh and Tor: 
ment that he feels, -who is under the 
Terrors of Death and Damnation 
The ſpirit of a Man, ſa ys Solomon, can 
bear its infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit 


who can bear > The moſt exquiſite 


Pains and Torments of the Body, are 
nothing comparable to what a dying 
Sinner feels, from the Laſhes of his 


guilty Conſcience : With what Shame | 


and Confuſion does he then look back 
upon the Actions of his paſt Life! 
How does he tremble, and ſtand a+ 
maz'd at the Sight of thoſe Sins, which 
were once the darling Object of his 


guilry 
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el 1 na 
Death Dread overwhelms his Mind, whenhe 


ſt en. 


9 knows there is no Redemption; that 


he is going to give an Account of a 


ye the 
i la 


1cked 

But 
s and 
ſpain. 
s laſt 
"hou- 
Tor. 
* the 
tion 
can 
ſpirit 
uiſite 
are 
ying 

his 


1ame 
back 
ute! 
da- 
hich 
bis 
uilty 


and Torments! 


conſiders, that he is entring upon that 
unchangeable State, from which he 


Life, which he cannot think upon 


Place, vithout Horrour and Aſtoniſhment, 


and for which he is juſtly afraid he 
ſhall be condemn'd to endleſs Miſery 
How does he con- 
demn himſelf, when he conſiders, that 
he has ſpent that Time wickedly and 
inſignificantly, which was given bim 
for noble and excellent arpoſes-; that 
he has negleCted the great and impor- 
tant Work of his Salvation, and in- 
ſtead of ſecuring to himſelf an Intereſt 
in the Love and Favour of God, by a 
Life of Vertue and Religion, has liv'd 
in a direct Contradiction to his Will, 
in the Defiance of his Laws, and in 
heaping up to himſelf a huge Load of 


Quilt, which he now finds ready to 
cruſh him with its intolerable Weight ! 


But let us ſuppoſe the Life of a 
dying Perſon not to have been fo fla- 
grant and vicious, as to fill his m_ 

wit 


ilty Deſires; and what an horrible 
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with ſuch black and deſpairing 
Thoughts; yet, if upon the Reviey 
ol it in his laſt Hour, he finds in i 
ſuch a Mixture of Good and Evi, 
that he is in great Doubts and Per. 
plexities concerning his eternal Wel. 
* wan how ſad and diſconſolate muſt 
his Condition be, and what a dreadhil 
Concern will he then be under, when 
he conſiders, that he is leaving thi 
World, and going he knows not whi- 
ther; that he is juſt launching out into 
the boundleſs Ocean of Eternity, and 
knows not, but the Moment he does fo, 
his Veſſel may be torn and Shipwrackt, 
and be for ever driven to and fro upon 
the raging Waves of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone! It is, without all Queſtion, a moſt 
uncomfortable Thing, to be doubtful of 
Wi a Matter, of which it ſonearly concerns 
10 us to have ſome reaſonable Aſſurance. 
if O! that Men would be perſwaded 


1 ſeriouſly to think of theſe things ; that 
| Deut, 32.they would be wiſe, and conſider their 
29. latter end, and, as the Pſalmiſt adviſes, 
| Pf. 37.38. would keep innocency, and take heed to 
[| the thing that is right, for that, and 
that only, ſhall bring a Man peace « 
the laſt, It is certain, however ſome 

may 
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may latter themſelves, there is no len- 
ving this Warld" with any talerable 
Comfort, | unleſs! our Lives have been 
ſuch, as through the Mercy of God, 
and the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, we may 
reaſonably hope, that we are of the 
Number of thoſe, whom our great 
Judge ſhall at the laſt Day pronounce 
Bleſſed: But now, how can any one, 
whoſe Life has been a direct Contra- 
diction to the Will of God, entertain 


It = fach Hopes! For though he ſhould 
| "4 perhaps, when he ſees Death ap roa- 
tags, ching, lament and bewail the Folly of 


his paſt Life, and with ſtrong Crying 


2 and Tears reſolve upon a new. Courſe 
g wo" of Life,. if it ſhould pleaſe God to ſpare 
© of My bim; yet ſince the Goſpel has no where 


aſſurd us, that God will accept of a 
Death-Bed: Repentance, or be recon- 
cil'd to a Sinner, who, after he has 
lived a wicked and careleſs Life, and 


LCErns 
ICE, 


zaded 


_ been deaf to all the Calls and invira- 
eilen tions of the Holy Spirit, the Threat- 
% dings of the Goſpel, and the Check of 


bis own Conſcience, ſhall at the laſt, 


| = when he is able to gratify his Luſts no 

3 longer, and: Begins to fear the ſad De- 

may metit of his Sins, oy aut for _— 
| | an 
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and wiſh, that he had been wiſe in 
Time; I ſay, fince God has no where 
reveal'd it to us, that he will accept of 
any Repentance which is not followed 
with a ſincere Obedience ; and ſince it is 
impoſſible for a dying Sinner to bring 
Forth ſuch. Fruits of Repentance, how 
uncomfortable muſt the Hopes be, 
that are built upon ſo uncertain 4a 
Foundation! r e ech 


*Tis-true indeed, this is all that a 
Sinner can do when he comes to dye; 
and it would be well for his own ſake, 
and for the ſake of his ſorrowful Friends 
and Relations, that he would do thus 
much, and not go out of the World 
hardned and unrepenting; (for who 
knows how far infinite Mercy may be 
extended ?) but, ſurely, it muſt be al- 
low'd to be the bigheſt Pitch of Folly 
and Madneſs, to venture a Matter f 
ſuch vaſt Importance upon ſo unoertain P. 
an Iſſue; upon a few broken, confu- Þ Time 
Ted, and almoſt deſpairing Sighs and Þ and h 
Groans; for if the dying Agonies Þ God, 
and Horrors, the ſolemn Vows and I avs j 
Reſolutions of ſuch Men ſhould not 
Prove a true godly Sorrow, 4 Repen- 

tant 
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duct to Salvition not to be repented of, 
(as no Man living can fay they certain- 
ly will) they are loſt and undone to 
all Eternity. | 

But ſuppoſe we could be aflurd, 
that a Death-Bed Repentance would 
be effectual; yet who can tell, whether 
2 Man may have Time for that 
Work, when he comes to dye! Or, if 
he could be certain, that a lingring 
Sickneſs wou'd put an End to his 


Days; yet, how does he know, that 
dye; ¶ God will then vouchſafe him the Grace 
Take, ¶ of Repentance; and without chat it is- 
riends ¶ impoſlible he ſhould t!—O ! how. 
thus much rather may ſuch an one fear, 
Vorld jeſt God ſhould be fo provok'd, by 
r who the many wilful Refuſals of his holy 
ay be Spirit, as to cut ſhort his Day of Grace, 
be al- and deliver him over to a hardned and 
Folly reprobate-Mind !' | 
er of | 
ertam The Scriptures aſſure us, there is a 
onfu. Time when Men ſhall call upon God, 
s and and he will not hearken. Becauſe, ſays Prov. 2. 
zones God, 1 have. called, and ye refuſed; J — 
uy have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 


regarded. But ye have ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof. 
F 2 I 


5 
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J alſo will laugh at your calamity, I wil 
mock, when your fear cometh ; when. your 
fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſiry 
tion cometh as a whirlwind; when di- 
fireſs and enguiſh cometh upon 1. Then 
fhall they call upon me, but 1 will ut 
au ſwer; they ſball ſeek me early, but the) 
ſhall not find me: For that they hated 
knowledge, and did nat chogſe the fear of 
the Lord. They would none of my coun- 
fel; they deſpifed all my reproef ; there 
fore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own 
1 way, and be filled with their own devices 
1 The End of che Long: ſuffering and Þ 
om. 2.4. Forbearance of God, is ce Jead men # 
| | repentance; but if, inſtead of that, it 
4 only hardens them in their Sins, and i 
[I makes them. reſolve to go on in ther ÞÞ 
wicked Courſes, intending to repent 
when they come to dye; how juſt may. Þ ; 
it be with God then, to leave them ÞÞ livg | 
under all the Terrors and Agonies of ÞÞ ; 
a fearful Death; to laugb at their cala · 
miiy, and to mock when their fear cometh! 


> 
*. 


| 
1 
| 
| 


0 conſider this, all. ye that forget 
God, leſt be pluck ye away, and there bt 


none to deliver ye; conſider it in due 


Time, and be perſwaded to ſet about 
t 
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the great Work of your Salvation, tus day, 
while it is called too day, before the night 
cometh, when no man can work: Re- 
member, that though it may be you 
are now in Health and Strength; in 
the Prime and Vigour of your Years ; 
ſurrounded with the Pleaſures: of a. 
great and ſplendid Fortune; yet that 
Death will quickly overtake you, and 
that nothing will then ſtand you in any 
ſtead but a good Conſcience; neither 

{ Honours, nor Riches, nor any Thing 
elſe that Men are now ſo fond of, will 
then be able to give you one Moments 
© Reprieve, or afford you one comforta- 
ble Thought ; nothing will be then re- 
garded but the Conſciouſneſs of bavin 
dn ſome Meaſure anſwered the Ends 
for which God ſent you into the World; 

| of having kept a good conſcience, willing 
ii all things to live heneſtly; of having 
a livd in the Fear and Love of God, and 
nies af in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, had 
cala: ¶ your converſation in this world. 

meth! 

It was this that made St. Paul deſire 
forget to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt; 
here be for he had fought a good fight, and fini- 2 Tim. 
n due ¶ ſhed bis courſe, and kept the faith, and 7.8. 
ou 3 F 3 there 
˖ 


\ 
\ 
; : . 


4 


— 


= 
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bl therefore could fay with great Aſſu- * ca 
0 rance, when the Time of his departure “ ric 
wt at band, that there was laid up for a 
him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous Fudge ſhould give him 
| at that Day. And it was this, that made 
Mr Ket- a late pious ® Divine of our Church, 
Mtewell; when he was near his Death, utter 
e the theſe remarkable Expreſſions. I am 
ö nf 794 entring upon my laſt Labour, the 
b gane,“ Lord gave, and he is now taking 
BI publiſh © away, bleſſed be the Name of the 
WS ce bis © Lord; for I thank my God, I am 
WI Pc<th. © going without any Diſtruſt, without 

| „ 

| the leaſt Miſ-giving, to a Place of 
© Reſt, and Joy, and everlaſting Bliſs; 
& there is no Life like a happy Death. 
I have endeavoured, even from my 
* Youth, to approve my felf a faith- Þ 
ful Servant to my Great Maſter : I Þ 
have taken fome Pains in writing 
© ſeveral Books; I have ſeriouſly con · 
4 ſider d them, and am fully fatisfied F 
© (looking on thoſe about him) that you 


© may find in them the Way to He- Se 
* ven; the Chriſtian Duties containd Mar 
therein have been my Practice, a3 {© com! 
4% well as Study, and now | find the thin 


« Advantage of it, and therefore be Mar 
| carclul 
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careful to read them often and ſe- 
& riouſly, and live ſuitably thereunto, 
that when you come to the Condi- 
4 tion J am now in, you may dye 
„ with Comfort, as you fee me do: 
] have ſome little Pain indeed; but 
% my Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary 
& as my Hopes; for I have earneſtly . 
© repented of all my Sins, and verily 
believe, that through the tender 
« Mercies of my God, and the Me- 
| © rits of my bleſſed Saviour Feſus 
* Chriſt, I ſhall be carried up into 
* Abraham's Boſom, After which, it is 
* ſaid, he made this ſhort Prayer. I 
„ wait, O God, for that everlaſting 
* Reſt, which I want at preſent, but 
{ * ſhall not long; I am ready, when 
© thou, my God, calleſt for me, yet 
( can ſtay with Patience till thou 
I pleaſeſt; for thy Time is the beſt 
Time, and thy Pleaſure the beſt 
| aj P leaſure. 


See here the End of a Righteous 
Man; bow calm, how ſerene and 
comfortable is his Death! Is there any 
thing like this in the Caſe of a Wicked 
Man when he comes to dye ? Alas! - 


The Great Importance | 


if you behold ſuch an one in his laſt 
Extremity, (unleſs he dies hardned and 
i itent) you will hear little elſe 


i 
but bitter Reflections, ſad Bewailings, 
wretched Upbraidingsof himſelf for the 
Folly and Madneſs of his paſt Liſe; 
and theſe ending in deſpairing Sighs 
and Groans, black and dreadful to 


himſelf, and very terrible to all about 
May God, of his infinite 
Mercy, keep every one from ſuch a 
dreadful Hour; and reach us all ſo to 


him: 


number our Days, 4 to apply our hearts 
unto true wiſdom, that Wiſdom, which 


will make us wiſe unto Salvation, and' 


fill our Minds with Comfort and Sa- 
tisfackion, while we live; and, what is 
of infinite more Value, give us, when 
we come to dye, that peace of God which 
paſſes all underſtanding, through Foſus 
Chriſt-our Lord. Amen. 
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Y ligion, as they reſpect 


T going comfortably out 
of it; a as there are Advant 


yond 


the Advantages of Re- 


only our Well-being: 
in this World, and our 


attending a good Life, infokely be. 


The Great Iportance 


yond all that has been mentioned, 


namely, that it will intitle us 70 the 


Inheritance ef the Saints in Light; . 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in. the 
laſt Place, that a ſerious and conſcien- 
tious Obſervance of the Duties of Re- 
ligion, will moſt certainly be rewarded 


with eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
come, | 


And here I ſhall not preſume ſomuch; 
as to aim at a Deſcription of that ex- 
ceeding weight of glory, which God has 
reſerved for them that truly love him: 
In the Scripture, indeed, the Glories of 
the other World are repreſented to us, 
in Condeſcenſion to our weak Capaci- 
ties, as a Kingdom, and a Crown, an 
Eternal Kingdom, and 4 never-fading 
Crown ; but the State of the other 
World is a State ſo unknown to us, 


and ſo much above our imperfect Con- 
ceptions, that we ſhall never he able 
fully to comprehend it, till we arrive 
at the actual Enjoyment of it; for 
though we know, that we ſhall there 


ſee God, and the ' Bleſſed Jeſus, who 


lov'd us," and gave himſelf for us; and 


thall enjoy him who is the Source and 


Foun- 


Founta! 


there CC 
and fo 
Praiſe 1 
deemer 


this wi 
and R. 
break f 
that fu 
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finite 


reach 1 
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Fountain of all Good; that we ſhall 
there converſe with Saints and Angels, 
and for ever be ſinging Anthems of 
Praiſe to our great Creator and Re- 
deemer; yet how great the Pleaſure of 
this will be, and with what Extaſies 
and Raptures our Souls ſhall then 
break forch, when they come to taſte of 
that fulneſs of Foy, which is in the pre- 
ſence of God' for evermore, is what our 


| finite Underſtandings cannot poſlibly 


reach to the Knowledge of : This we 
may reſt aſſur'd of, that the Things, 
which God has reſerv'd for them 
that love him, 'are ſuch, as neither eye 
hath ſeen, ' nor ear. beard, neither has it 
entered into the heart of Man to conceive ; 
and this is ſufficient for us at preſent, 
and-as much-as we need to know cone 
cerning this Matter; and therefore all 
curious Enquiries into the Nature of 
the Happineſs of the next Life, will be 
of little uſe to us now; they may fill 
our Heads with fine Speculations, but 
will ſignify little to direct our Pra- 


ctice: What we are more concern'd to 


know, is, that our ſincere Obedience 
to God's Commandments will certainly 
de rewarded with Eternal Life and 

| | Happi- 
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þ ö 1 Cor. 5. Fin this life only we have hope in Chriſ, 


Tha Great Importance 
Happineſs ;, this, indeed, is à Matte 
of great Importance to us, to be wel 
aſſur d af; for, (as the 4pofle ſpeaks) 


we are of all men moſt miſeralle. 


There are not wanting ſome indeed, 
that would. have us believe, that we 
dye like the Beaſts that periſſi, and 
that, when we leave this World, there 
is an End of us: But theſe upon ln 
quiry, I believe, will be always found 
to be ſuch, who firſt live, as if ther 
was no God, and then endeavour to 
perſwade themſelves androthers, that 
there really is none; ſo that inſtead d 
regulating their PraQtice by their Faith, 
they do moſt prepoſterouſly ſquare 
their Faith by their Manners : I ſhall 
not concern my ſelf, at preſent, with 
theſe Men, my Deſign being chiefly for 
the: Sake of thoſe, Who believe the Chri- 
{tian Religion, and the Revelation of 
God's Will in the Holy Scriptures ; and 
ſurely to, ſuch it can be no Doubt, but 
that in thoſe Sacred Writings, we have 
Eternal Life, and that the Performance 
of, God's Commandments: is.the certain 
Condition af obtaining it. 
8 
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| Indeed natural Religion will teach 
us, not only that God 5s, but that be in 
a rewarder of them that diligently feek 
him: But it has pleaſed God, of his 
great Goodneſs, not to leave us to the 
Light of Nature. to find out this im- 
portant Truth; the Rewards of ano- 
ther Life are ſo ſully and clearly re- 
veal'd in the Writings of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles ; and the way to ob- 
tain them is there ſo plainly laid down, 
that there is no Room for any Doubt 
or Uncertainty about that Matter. 
Whatever dark or imperfect Notions 
the Fews, as well as Gentiles, had of a 
future State, tis certain, that Life and 
Immortality is now brought to light by 
the Goſpel; and we may reſt aſſur d, 
that though, when we dye, we ſhall be 
laid in the cold Chambers of the Grave, 
and there become the Food of Worms, 
and moulder into Duſt and Rottenneſs; 
yet it will not be long, ere this corrup- 1 Cor. 
tible ſbull put on incorruption, and thi 15+ 53» | 
mortal ſhall put on immortality. - For God Acts 17. 
bath appointed a day, in the which hes 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs, by 
that man whom he bath ordained ; wheres 
of he bath given aſſurance unto all men, 
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in that he hath raiſed him from the dead. 
A Day, wherein we muſt all appear be- 
5. fore the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that eve 
ry one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad. And then all 
that are in their graves (ſhall bear hit 
voice, and ſhall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the reſurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil, unte 
the reſurrettion of damnation. 


. Whoever then believes the Goſpel, 
{as every one muſt, that lives under the 
Influence of it, unleſs he is wretched- 
ly. blinded by his Luſts and Paſſions ) 
can never doubt of theſe two great At- 
ticles. of the: Chriſtian Religion, the re⸗ 
ſurrection of the body, and the life everla- 
#ing. | The Poſſibility of the former 
has been made evident by the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, 
and the Certainty of the latter ſuffici 
ently appears, not only from the ex- 
| preſs Revelations of God in the Holy 
Scriptures, but from. the whole Tenor 
of the Chriſtian Religion 3 every Pre 
cept. of which tends to purify and refine 
our Natures, and to fit and — 
or 
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for the Society of Saints and Angels in | 
another Life 3 the Apoſtle aſſures us, ; 
that God hath not appointed us to wrath, 1 Theſ. 3. 
but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 9» 10. 
Chriſt "who died for us, that we ſhould | 
live together with him, And St. John 
tells us, that God ſo loved the world, that S. Ich. 3. 
be gave his only begotten Son, to the end oo \ | 
that all that believe in him, ſhould not 1 
periſh, but bave everlaiſting Life. | 

If then we believe, that God is in- | 
finitely juſt and true, we can never | 
doubt, but that at the great Day of =» | 
Retribution, he will render to every Man 3 
according to his Deeds ; to them who by 6, 7, 979 
patient Continuance in well doing, ſeek, | 
for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, | 
He will give eternal Life ; but to them 
who are contentious, and do not obey the | 
Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, he will 
pour forth Indignation and Wrath, Tri- [ 
bulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of [1 
Man that doth Evil, of the Few firſt, 1 
and alſo of the Gentile. 

Our Saviour in his Expoſition of '| 
the Parable of the Tares, tells us, Thar | q 
at the End of the World, the Son of Matt, 1+ 
Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they 40. 
ſrall gather out of his Kingdom all things 
that. 


: 
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that offend, and them which do Iniquity, 
and ſhall caſt them into 4 Furnace f 
Fire, there ſhall be wailing * gnaſbing 
f Feeth. And ſo i in his Expoſition ofthe 
Parable of the Net in the —— Chapter, 
„ he ſays, That at the End of the World, 
the Angels ſhall come forth, and ſever the 
Wicked from among the Fuft ; and ſhal 
caſt them inta the Furnace of Fire, there 
ſpall be wailing and gnaſhing 'of Teeth, 
And ſo again, Mat. 2 5. we are told by 
our Saviour, That when the Son of Man 


it 2235 34. ſpall come in his Glory, and all the holy 


Angels with bim, then ſhall be ſit upon the 
Throne of his Glory, and before bi ſhall 
be gathered all Nations; and he ſhall ſe 
perate them ane from another, as a Shep- 
bard divideth bis Sheep from the Goats , 
and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right 
Hand, but the Goats on the left : Then 
ſhall he ſay unto them on his right Hand, 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Beginning of the World. But to them on 
the left Hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and hu Angels. And theſe ſhall go 
away into everlaſting Puniſhment ; but 
the Righteous into Life Eternal. * 
18 
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This, as it is a plain but lively De- 
ſcription of the awful Solemnity of that 
great and tremendous Day, when the 
ſon of man ſhall come in the Glory of his Matt. 16. 
father, with his Angels, to judge the 25. 
quick and the dead; 10 it is ſufficient to 
convince us, that tho? without holineſs Heb. 12. \ 
wo man ſhall ſee the Lord, yet, that eve 14. 
ry one, who belicves the Goſpel, and | 
ſincerely obeys the Precepts of it, ſhall | 
aſſuredly enter into the kingdom of bea · Mat. 7. 21. 
ven; this is the very Purchaſe of 
Chriſt's Blood, and the End, for which 
he was contented to be given up into 
the Hands of cruel Men, to be buffe- 
ted, ſpit upon, and evil intreated, and 
at laſt to ſuffer a cruel and ignominious 
Death upon the Croſs. He gave ſy 
for us, ſays St. Paul, that be might 
deem us from all iniquity, and become the | 
author of eternal ſalvation to all them | 
that obey him. And again, ſays the 
lame Apoſtle, though he was rich, yet for 
our ſakes he became poor, that we through 1 
bis poverty might be made rich. He wat | 
wounded, ſays the Prophet, for our tranſ- 10. 33 7 " 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniqui- (1 
ties, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
| G 3 was 
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was upon bim, and with his ſtripes we 
are healed © = Ad 


The Redemption of Mankiod was 
thought a Defign worthy the Son of 
God: Of fo great Worth and Value in 


his Sight;were the Souls of Men, that he 


4.1 ro: fuffer for their Sakes; he ſaw and 
pitied our Miſery, and knew, that 
without a Saviour we muſt be loſt for 
ever; and therefore condeſcended ſo 
far, as to humble himfelf, even to the 
Death upon the Croſs for us miſers- 
ble Sinners, who lay in Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death, that he might 
make us the Children of - God, and 
exalt us to everlaſting Life; ſo that, 

ph.2.13, though we were ſomething afar off, yet 


19» being now made nigh by the blood of 
Chriſd, we are no more ſtrangers and fo- 
reignera, but fell am-citiʒens with the 
Saints, and of the bouſhold of Cod; and = 
if we are careful to perform our Parts, thing 
we may aſſuredly ſay with St. Paul, that Hear 
2 Tim. 4. henceforth there is laid up for us a Crown us C 
i of. righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the Fathe 
righteous Fudge ſhall give us at that Day, parta 
for we have the Promiſe of him whois in lig 


Truth 
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Truth. it ſelf, and cannot. deceive us, 1 
that, if We. are faithful unto death, be Rey. 2. 10 | 
will give ths 4 Crown of Life. 90 


And what a glorious Incitement now 
is this to all Men, to live ſeberly, righ» 
teonfly and godiy in this preſent world; 1 
what can we deſire more to make us 6 
PedfalF and ummoveable, always aboune x Cor, 19% 
ding in the work of the Lord, than to 58. 
know, that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord; but that, ina little 
Time, all our Services will be infinite» 
ly rewarded ; and we, ſhall be receiv'd 
into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and 
Peace; where we ſhall. for ever adore 
and praiſe the Author of our Salvation, 
and contemplate the glorious Perfecti- 
ons of his Majeſty, with a Joy and Sa- 
tistaction, infinitely exceeding all that 
we can now poſſibly conceive. 


And, as the Conſideration of theſe 
things, cannot but at preſent fill our 
Hearts with joy unſpeakable ; and excite 
us continually 70 give thanks unto the Col. 1.12. Wt 
Father, which hath made us meet to be 13. ' 
partakers of tbe inberitance of the Saints 
in light ; who hath delivered us from the 
power 
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power of darkneſs, and tranſlated us into 
' "' the Kingdom of bis dear Son: So when 
we come to have a nearer and more im. 
mediate View of the Glories of that 
Kingdom, which God hath prepared 
for us, how will our Souls break forth 
into Extaſies of Love and Joy! How 
11 us to ſee him, whom 

we have lovd and faithfully ſerv! 
do ſee him, not arraign'd for a Male- 
factor, nor hanging in a ſhameful man. 


will it tranſſ 


ner upon the Croſs, but to ſee him in 
all his Majeſty and Glory, fitting in a 
triumphant Manner u 
encompaſs d about with Millions of ho- 
ly Angels; to ſee him, I ſay, not as 
an angry and incens'd Judge, but as a 
mercitul Saviour and Redeemer, look- 
ing upon his faithful and beloved Ser- 
vants with the tendereſt Compaſſion, 
and receiving them to the Arms of his 
Mercy, with thoſe gracious Words, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the kingdom, prepared for you from the 
foundation of the World. 


But then, on the other hand, with 
what Anguiſh and Deſpair will wicked 


Men behold the dreadful eat 
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of that Day! How will they tremble 
and be confounded, when the Lord 2 Theff, 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with 1. 7, 8. 
bis mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt: When they ſhall ſee the Ha- 
vens paſſing away with a great noiſe, and 2 Pet, 32 
the elements melting with fervent heat, 10. . 
the earth alſo, and the works that are 
therein burne up: When they ſhall be- 
bold the Jaws of Hell open to receive 
them, and the great Judge of the 
World, with Terror in his Looks, rea- 
dy to pronounce that dreadful Sen- 
tence Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and 
bis Angels. 

Lord! What Confuſion and Ago- 
nies will thoſe Souls be in, to whom 
theſe terrible Words fhall then be ſpo- 8 
ken! How will they call upon the Rev. S. 16. | 
mountains and rocks to fall on them, and 1 
to hide them from the Face of him that ſic. 
teth on the Throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb ! But alas! What will that 
avail them, when the great day of his 
wrath is come! If the Saviour of the 
World condemns them, who ſhall in- 
rercede 
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tercede in their Behalf! It will be too 
late to cry out for Mercy, when the 
Time of Juſtice is come; too late to 
lament their Folly and Madneſs, when 
the Time of Working is over; all 
0 Prayers and Intreaties, all Tears and 
Rev. 22. Repentance will then be in vain; br 
11. that is urjuſt mult be unjuſt ſtill, and he 
þ that is filthy muſt be filthy ſtill. As the 
tree is fallen, ſo it muſt lye for ever, 
The Time of Trial, the Day of Grace 
ts Heb, 10. is ended, and there remains no more Sa. 
im 26, 27. Crifice for Sin; but a fiery Indignatim 
[ | muſt devour them ; the dreadful Hour 
1 is come, when they muſt be baniſhed 
for ever from the Enjoyment” of him, 
in whoſe preſence alone is fulneſ of Joy; 
and be doom'd to thoſe Lakes of Fire 
and Brimſtone, where the worm diet) 
not, and the fire is not quenched, where 
they muſt be ent in everlaſting 
Chains of Darkneſs, and be day and 
Kev. 20. night for ever and ever tormented bj 
. the Devil and his accurſed Spi- 
rits, thoſe cruel and unrelenting Be- 
ings, in the burning and ſcorching 
Flames of a moſt outragious and never 
to be extinguiſh'd Fire. 
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Ol] who can think of theſe things 
without reſolving in Earneſt to 
ſecure a happy Eternity by a life of 
Vertue and Religion 1 Who, that be- 
lieves the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, 
and all the People that Forget God, and 
conſiders what it is to dwell in the 
moſt exquiſite Miſery and Torments to 
all 1 will not immediately give 
up himſelf to the Service and Obedi- 
ence of the Bleſſed Jeſus, and reſolve 
fo have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs ! In ſhort, who that 
is truly wiſe, and conſiders; that Time 
its ſelf is ſhort, and that the Time of 
Man is much ſhorter ; that Eternity 
has neither End nor Change, and that 
every Man is haſtning to this eternal 
and unchangeable State, and will in a 
little time be ſummon'd to appear be- 
fore the awful Tribunal of God; there 
to give an Account of his Actions, and 
according as he has behav'd himſelf in 
this Life, be then conſign'd to a place 
of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ; I fay, 
who, that reflects upon theſe great and 
important Truths with that Seriouſ- 
neſs and Concern which they deſerve, 

would 
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would ever play the Knave for a little 
Preferment, or part with that invalu- 
able Prize, a good Conſcience, for 
the - greateſt Happineſs this World 
could promiſe him ! Is it poſſible for a 
Man, that conſiders, what it is to be 
under the eternal Diſpleaſure of an 
Almighty God, to do any thing wil 
fully and deliberately to offend his Di. 
vine Majeſty? O! rather will not 
ſuch a one (unleſs he is abandon'd 
to the greateſt Folly and Madnels) 
make it the Study and Buſinels 
of, his Life to ſecure an Intereſt 
in the Favour and Love of God, 
by doing every thing that he knows 
will be pleaſing in his Sight; eſpe 
cially, when he conſiders what Ob- 
ligations he is under fo to do; when he 
reflects upon the infinite Love of God, 
manifeſted in all the Works of his 
Creation and Providence, but eſpecial 
ly ia that ſtupendious Myſtery of our 
Redemption; when he thinks upon the 
breadth and length, the height and depth 
of that love of God, which mov'd him 
to ſend his only Begotten Son into the 
World to bethepropitiation for our m 
a 
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and to ſuffer a cruel and ignominious 
Death upon the Croſs, that we might 
net periſh, but have everlaſting life. O! 
how is it poſſible, but ſuch a one muſt 
be filld with ſo grateful a Senſe of 
what God has done for him, as to en- 
deavour, all that in him lies, to requite 
the infinite Love of fo merciful a Fa- 
ther, ſo kind and loving a Saviour! 
Surely, the Love of God muſt con- 
ſtrain us; but if there is any one fo 
ſtupid and inſenſible, as not to be 
wrought upon by ſuch powerful Mo- 
tives, let him reflect upon the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, and conſider with 


himſelf, how he ſhall be able to dwell 1, 33.14 


with everlaſting burnings ; let him think 
a while upon the miſerable Condition 
of thoſe wretched Souls, that are now 
ſhut up in the Regions of everlaſting 
Darkneſs; and tell me then, whether 
be thinks the ſhort and momentary 
Pleaſures of a wicked Life, will com- 
penſate for endleſs Miſery and Tor- 


ments ? 


There is no one, U helieve, that 
thinks at all, but muſt think otherwiſe; 
but the great Misfortune is, many 

H Men 
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Men are ſo agitated by their Luſts and 
Paſſions, that they are ſeldom cool e. 
nough for ſober Reflections; but 
would they be perſwaded frequently to 
medirate upon Death and Judgment ; 
would they repreſent to their Minds 
what a vaſt Diſ tion there is be. 
twixt Time and Eternity, and conſider, 
that the Pleaſures of 8in, at beſt, ar; 
but for a ſeaſon, but that its Puniſh. 
ment is endleſs and intolerable : [ 
1 could Men be brought to think 

theſe Things with any Seriouſneſs, 
doubt not, bur ſach Thought; 
would, in Time, have their proper 
Effect, and would ſo effectually con- 


| S vince them of the great Folly and 


Danger of Sin, as to make them in 
good Earneſt fer about the great and 
important Work of their Salvation. 

O!] let me then entreat every one 
with all the Earneſtneſs, that a Matter 
of ſuch vaſt Importance does require, 
frequently and ſeriouſly to think upon 
that t Account they muſt one 
Day give; to conſider with themſelves 
how their Accounts ſtand, with Re- 
ſpect to another Life; and what 3 


readful-Condition they will be in, if 
they 
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they ſhould be call'd to appear at the 1 
Judgment - Seat of Chriſt, before they 
have made their Peace with God, and 
ſecur'd an Intereſt in the Merits and 
Interceſſion of their great Judge; but 
eſpecially let me perſuade thoſe, that 
are plunging themſelves in Senſuality 
and Wickedneſs, to ſtand ſtill a Mo- 
ment, and conſider whither they are 
going ; let me beg of them, as they 
have any Regard for their preſent 
Peace and Happineſs, or any Value 
for their precious Souls ; as they would 
not leave this World, under the Ter- 
tors and Agonies of a guilty Conſci- 
ence, nor appear at the laſt Day, in 
the Preſence of God, of Angels, and 
of Men, under all the Circumſtances 
of Horror, Shame ana Confuſion; and 
laſtly, as they would not then be ba- 
niſhed from the Preſence of God for 
ever, and be caſt into the bottomleſs 
Pit of Deſtruction, to be there tormen- 
ted without Meaſure, and without 
End; let me, I ſay, prevail upon them, 
not to delay their Repentance one Mo- 
ment, but immediately forſake their 1 
a eril Ways, and turn unto the Lord their Joel 2.13 
n, if God, who is gracious and merciful, flow 11 
they H 2 to = 
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| to anger and of great kindneſs; and who 
Ezek. 18 has aſſur'd us by his Prophet, that when 
27. the wicked man turneth away from hi: 
wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 
doth that which is lawful and right, he 

ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 


As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, that 


are entred upon a good Life, and are 


engag d in the Practice of Vertue and 
| Religion; who. make the Glory of 
| God, and the Salvation of their ,own 

and others Souls, their great Care and 

Concern, Indeed only exhort them to go 

on in their Chriſtian Courſe with Cou- 

rage and Reſolution, to hold faſt their 
| profeſſion, and with an unwearied Di- 
Phil. 3. ligence to preſs towards the mark, for the 
4. prize of the high calling of God in Chrif 
Phil, 1.6. Feſus, nothing doubting, but that be, 
who hath begun a good work in them, will 
perform it until the day of Feſus Chriſt. 
God is faithful that has promis'd, and 
thereſore they may reſt aſſured, that 
al. 6. 9. in due ſeaſon they ſhall reap, if they faint 
Tet a little while, and he that ſhal 
come will come; and his reward is with 
him, to give to every man according 4s 


his work, ſhall be. To him that overco- 
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meth, he will grant to ſit with him in his Rev.3.21, 


Throne, even as he alſo overcame, and 1 
ſet down with his Fatber in his Throne, | 


O happy, happy Time, for thoſe 


bleſſed Souls, who have fought the good 
gbr, and kept the Faith! all their La- 
bours will then be at an End, and that 


Crown of Life, which was promis'd to Rev. 2.10 l 


and reſerv'd for them, will then be be- 

ſtow'd upon them, and they ſhall be 
admitted to an inheritance incorruptible , pet. 1. 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away; 

they ſhall then be receiv'd into a Place 

of endleſs Bliſs and Joy, where thereg,, 21 
ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow nor ; 
erying, neither ſhall there be any more 

pain; but all tears ſhall be wiped from 

their eyes, and they ſhall for ever enjoy 

the moſt perfect and conſummate Hap- 

pineſs, and ſing Eternal Allelujahs of 

Praiſe and Thanligiving unto him that 

ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb 

for ever and ever, Amen, 
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AND 
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1 
— | Morning-Prayer 
FOR A 


MOST Gra- 
ſcious God and 

Loving Father! 

Fin all Humili. 
ry of Soul and 
Body, * 

ſent our ſelves 
before the Throne of thy Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, acknowledging 
that we are thy Creatures, and 
that from thy bountiful Hands 
we have receiv'd many great 
and exceeding Bleſſings. 


By 
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A Morning-Prayer 

. B 2 - firſt _= voy won- 

er made; thy Power 
we — ever . preſer- 
ved, and it is owing to thy great 
Mercy and Goodueſs that we 
have not been cut off in the 
midſt of our Sins; but that thou 
haſt been patient and long · ſuffe. 
ring towards us, and haſt given 
us this Opportunity of coming 
into thy Preſence, to renew our 
Fraiſes and Acknowledgments to 
thy Divine Majeſty. 

O Lord, thy Compaſſions fail 
not, but they are renewed every 
Morning: By thee we have been 
preſerv'd this Night paſt, and 
to thy Goodneſs we aſcribe it, 
that we are brought in Health 
and Safety to the Beginning of 
this Day. 

Accept, we humbly pray thee, 


of our unfeigned Thanks for all 


the Mercies and Bleſſings which 
thou haſt been pleas'd to beſtow 


upon us, and pardon we beſeech 
thee 


Por a Family. 

thee, for the Sake of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, our great Unwor- 
thineſs of what thou haſt done 
for us. Give us ſuch a Senſe of 
thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, 
as may make us aſham'd of our 
paſt Ingratitude towards thee, 
and inſpire us with more vi- 
orous and hearty Endeavours to 
he thee for the Timeto come. 
To that end vouchſafe us 
ſuch a meaſure of thy Grace 
and holy Spirit, as may enable 
us to bear up againſt the Tryals 
and Temptations of this wicked 
World. Give us a true Senſe of 
the ineſtimable Value of our 
Souls, that we may make it the 
chief Care and Concern of our 
Lives, to work out our Salvati- 
on, and to ſecure an Intereſt in 
thy Favour, which 1s better 

than Life it ſelf. | 
Draw our Minds from the 
Love of this World, and teach 


us to uſe it with T —_ 
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A Morning-Prayer 
Sobriety and Moderation, - with 
an intire Truſt and Dependance 
on thy Fatherly Providence, and 
with a perfe& Submiſſion to thy 
bleſſed Will in all Things. 
Root out of our Hearts, 0 
Lord, the Seeds of Envy, Hatred 


and Malice; of Cenſoriouſneſs 


and Uncharitableneſs; of Lying 


and Slandering, and whatever 
elſe 1s contrary to a truly Chri- 
{tian Spirit; and endue us, we 
moſt humbly pray thee, with 
that Meekneſs and Humility 


which is in thy Sight of ſo great 


Value, and with all thoſe holy 
and Chriſtian Diſpofitions which 
thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 

Inſtruct us in all the Particu- 
lars of our Duty which we owe 


to thee, our Neighbour and our 


Selves; guide us by thy Right 
Hand, and conduct us by thy 
good Spirit through all the Buſi- 
neſs and Affairs of this Life; 
teach us to act with F tr” 
* neis 


* 
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with || neſs and Honeſty in every Thing 
that we take in Hand, and give 
and us ſuch a Dread of thy Diſpls 
thy ſure, and ſuch a Senſe of thy 
All-ſeeing Eye, as may ſecure us 
by thy. Giato againſt all ' the 1 
Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil. 
Be with ,. This i t be 125 | 
O Lord, this ted ” 7 1 
Day, in our gos Morning, and what | 
ing out and co. Por pe | 
ming in; pre- ine 
ſerve us from the Dangers of 
evil Company, from the De- 
ceitfulneſs of our own Hearts; 
and defend us more eſpecially 
. from thoſe Sins that do moſt 
1cu- eaſily beſet and inſnare us. Let 
owe thy Bleſſing 3 all our 
our honeſt Labours and Endea- 
ight vours, and vouchſafe us ſuch a 
thy | meaſure of Health and other 
Zuli- temporal Mercies, as thou 
ife; ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for 
ul- us. We deſire, O Lord, to 
leave 
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A Morning-Prayer 
leave our ſelves and all our At: 
fairs in thy Hands, humbly 
beſeeching thee to take us and 
all that belongs to us under the 
Protection of thy good Provi- 
dence, and ſo to Bleſs, direct 
and guide us in this Life, that 
wee may at laſt obtain that grea- 

teſt of all Bleſſings, the Eternal 
Salvation of our immortal Souls, 
through the Merits and for the 
Sake of thy dear Son, and our 
alone Saviour, Feſus Christ, for 
whom our Souls do adore and 
praiſe thy glorious Name, and 
in whoſe moſt holy Words we 
ſum up our own and the Wants 


of all Mankind, ſaying, Ow 


Father, &c. 55 

| Diſpoſe our 
e Hearts, O Lord, 
inflad of the pre- we humbly be- 
ceding Paragraph. ſeech thee, to 4 
ſerious Attendance upon thee in 
all holy Duties; make us duly 


mindful of all thy Sacred Inſti- 
| | tut ions; 


9 „n A-Wauent. N. 83 
er a ani. 83 
Af- tutions; and grant that we may 
never ſo far forget the Intereſt 
of our Souls, as to neglect the 
religious . Obſervance: of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath. And ſince 
thou haſt brought us to the Be- 

ginning of this Holy Day, be thou 

graciouſly pleaſed to take us into 

thy Protect ion, and to aſſiſt us in 
2 fight Diſcharge of the Duties 
of it. Withdraw our Minds 
from the Cares, and Buſineſs, 
and Pleaſures of this Life, which 
will ſnortly have an End; that 
we may more freely attend up- 
on the great Concerns of that 
far better Life, which is to laſt 
for evermore. Give us awful 
Thoughts of thy great Majeſty, 
our and a lively Senſe of our own 
ord, Wants, that our Prayers' and 
be. Fraifes, and all our Services this 
toa ¶ Day may be offered up in ſuch a 
ee in ſerious and devout Manner, as 
duly I may. render them acceptable in 
nſti- | chy Sight. _ us attentive 
to 


A Nſorning- Prayer, Gr. 


to thy Holy Word, and to all the 


o0d Inſtructions that ſhall this 
y be given'us, and grant that 
we may not reſt in any outward 
Performances, but by à right 
Uſe of thy Holy Ordinarices, 


may endeavout to grow inGrace, 


and to become every Day better 
Chriſtians, and ſo to iinprove in 
all vertuous and godly Living, 
that when this ſhort Life ſhall 
have an End, we may dwell 
with Thee in Life Everlaſting, 
through the Merits of thy Son 
and our alone Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, for whom our Souls do 
Bleſs and Praiſe Thee, and in 
whoſe moſt Holy Words, we ſum 
up our own, and the Wants of all 

ankind. Saying, 
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Wh MOST Mer- 

2 ciful and Gra. 

| ciousLord God, 

the great Crea- 
tor and Preſer. 
5 ever, and Go- 

N Vvernour of the 
Weid Thou art Iufinite in 
Mercy and Goodneſs to all that 
call upon Thee Faithfully, and 


haſt promis d, that when two or 

three are gather'd together in 

ANI chy Name, "thou wilt Ka in the 
midſt of them : Look down we 
humbly 
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88 An Evening-P rayer 

* humbly Beſeech thee, upon u 
thy unworthy Creatures, who 
are here Aﬀembled before thee, 
acknowledging, that thou art a 
God greatly to he fear'd for thy 
Power and Juſtice, greatly to be 
belov'd for thy Infinite Perfecti. 
ons and Goodneſs, and greatly 
to be 3 "for 20 liberal 
Bounty and Goodneſs; But a 
for our ſel hes, Waes 0 
Lord, that we are Vile and Sin- 
ful Creatures 5 that we have in 
many Things | aGed- Fooliſhly 
and Wickedly, and have neither 
obey'd Thee, as we ought to 
have done: Our Sins are ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great, that ſhould ſt 
thou deal with us, as we have 
deſerv'd, we could expect no- 
thing from Thee, but the Seve- 
rities of thy juſt Wrath and Diſ- 
leaſure. ie 956 59143 

xt But, O-gracious Father, uh 
delighteſt not inthe Peath Lake 

1 ) 


1 
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Sinner, look upon us, we be- 
ſeech thee, in thy Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, and for the Sake of his 
meritorious Death and Soffe- 
rings, pardon our many and 
eat Tranſgreſſions of thy ho- 
y Laws ; and grant that for the 
Time to come, we may be more 
careful to pleafe thee, and more 
fincerely devoted to thy Love 
and Obedience, than we have 
ever yet been. 4 "ORE | 


of the great Folly and Danger 
of Sin, and teach us ever to va- 
lue thy Love and Favour more 
than Life its ſelf: O make us 
always duly mindful of the In- 
tereſt of our precious Souls, that 
we may live as becomes the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, denying all Un- 
godlineſs and Worldly Luſts, 
and living righteouſly, ſoberly, 
and godly in this preſent World. 
10195 To that End, vouchfafe us 
who | fuch Aids and Aſſiſtances of thy 

* 13 Grace 


Convince us truly, O Lord, 
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An Evening -P Wer 
Grace and holy Spirit, as may 
carry us through all the Temp- 
tations of this World, and for- 
tify us againſt the Aſſaults of 
our great Adverſary, the Devil, 
who is daily lying in wait to de· 
dus. H: BK 

Mortify in us all irregular 
Appetites and Paſſions ; - reRify 
the Diſorder of our Wills; 
deals and purify. our eurrupt 
Natures, and make us ſo con- 
formable to thy Laws, that Re- 
ligion may be our chief Delight 
and Pleaſure, and the doing thy 
Will, our pregteſi Joy aud 8. 
tis faction. 

Suffer us not, 0 nl 
God, to be led away by the vain 
and fooliſh = of this 
World, nor ſeduced from our 
Duty by the Company and Con- 
verſation of wicked Men; but 
grant that we may be ſo reſolute. 
ly bent upon doing thy Will, 

that we may make it our = 
by 8 * 


1 Family. 
mu king thee above 
20Pps —— Thiags, an to diſcharge 

for- Duty in the ſeveral Flac — 
s of Stations, wherein thy Providence 
evil, is pleas d to Place us. 
>de- | ++ Make us.duly Mindful, that 
I thu art preſent, every where, 
and privy to our maſt Secret 
Thoughts that we may never 
dare to do an __ but what 
thou approveſt, and of which we 
may — Comfortable Account 
at the great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus: O fit and prepare us for 
that ſolemn Time, by a Life of 
Vertue and Religion, that when 
we come to appear | before. the 
great udge of all the World, we 
found of the Number of 
thoſe happy Souls, whom- thou 

ſhalt then pronounce, Bleſſed. 
Extendthy Mercy, O God, to 
the whole Race of Mankind 3 
hive Pity upon all Jews, Turkr, 
Infidels, and Hereticks, and 
1 them to the Light and 
Know- 


915 | | 


| An Bvening- Prayer 

Know ledge and Fates of hy 
Laus. 01 BU, 5 | 
Bleſs thy : hoy 'Catholick 
Church, and eſfecialy that part 
of it, which thou haſt planted 
irrtheſs Kingdoms; — out 
of it all Errors and Corruption, 
all Diviſions and Diſſentions, 


| _y grant rhat the Lives of Chri. 


RETRY be Holy and Exempla- 
uch as become the Goſ. 
pol — Bleſſed Saviour. 

Reform all Things amiſs in 
theſe Kingdoms; Root out from 
among us all Irreligion and Pro- 
phaneneſs ; all Uncharitableneſs 
and Animoſities: Pardon our 
great and crying Sins; avert the 
Evils that we have deſervd; 
continue the Light of thy glori- 
ous Goſpel among us, and give 
us all Grace to turn from the E- 
vil ef our Ways unto thee, the 
Lord our God, that thou may'ſt 
delight over us to do us good; 

to build us up, and not to deſtroy 
us. Bleſs 


Bleſs our Sovereign Ladythe 
Queen, and all that are in Au- 
thority under her; both in Church 
and State: Make them all in 
their ſeveral Places and Statiotis 
uſeful and ſerviceable to thy 
ry, and the Good and Welfare 
of this Church and Nation. 
And O thou, who art the Fa- 
ther of Mercies and God of all 
Comfort, look down with Pity 
and Compaſſion upon all thy 
Afflicted Servants every where; 
ive them Courage and Patience, 
and in thy good Time; a joyful 
ice out of all their 


Delivera 
Troubles. * 

dend down thy Bleſſings 
Spiritual and Temporal upon 
all our Friends and Relati- 
ons; do good unto thoſe that 
have at any time done or wilh'd 
us Evil z and vonchſafe unto eve- 
t one of us, and to all Chriſti- 
ans, u hate ver thou 


knowelt to be 


' | 
| 
S | 


| 
1 ö 
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poral and Eternal Welfare. 


An Fuening- Prayer 


beſt, in reference to our Tem- 


on and Preſervation; for our 
Health, Strength, Peace and 
Safety; for providing for our 
Bodies, and taking Care of our 
Souls, and for delivering us from 
thoſe many Evils that we have 
moſt juſtly deſerved. 

O Lord, Imprint on our 
Hearts fuch a deep Senſe of thy 
Mercies, that we may ſhew 
forth thy Praiſes, not only with 
2 — our 


for a Family. 
our Lips, but in our Lives, by 
giving up our ſelves to thy Ser- 
vice, and by walking before 
thee in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs all the Days of our Lives. 
We confeſs, O Lord, that we 
are unworthy of the leaſt of all 
thy Favours ; but in Confidence 
of thy great Mercy and Good- 
neſs we beg leave to commend 
our Selves, our Souls, and Bo- 
dies, and all that belong to us, 
to thy Fatherly Care and good 
Providence. Thou art our on- 
ly Safety and Defence: O be 


thou gragoully pleas'd to take us 
this Night under thy Almighty 


Prote&ion, that no Evil comes 
near to hurt us. 7 
Refreſh our Bodies with quiet 
Reſt and Sleep, and our Souls 
with the Conſolations of thy ho- 
y Spirit; and when thou ſhalt 
think fit to take us out of this 
World, give us everlaſting 1 
* 45 
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for the Sake of our Bleſſed Sa- 


A Moming- Prayer 
and Peace in thy Eternal King- 
dom, through the Merits and 


viour and Redeenjer', = Jeſur 

Chriſt, who'liathtavght us when 
we Pray o lay, 
Our Father, &c. © 
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A Morning Prayer for a Perſon 
in Private, +. | 
n Meter 112 0 

\ Moſt Great, moſt Migh- 

ty, and moſt Glorious Lord 

God! Look down from the 
Habitation of thy. Holineſs up- 
on ine thy unworthy. Creature, 
who am come into thy Preſence 
to adore, thy incomprehenſible 
Majeſty, and to preſent before 
thee the Morning-Sacrifice of 
my unfeigned Praiſes for thy 
Ds many 


* 


for a Perſon im priuate. 
many and undeferv'd Favours 
beſtowed upon me. 

O Lord, I acknowledge that 
fe to thee of Right Tron, eternal 
yhen Honour, Glory, Praiſe and A- 
| doration; for thou art the 80 
vereign | Lord: of Heaven and 
Earth, by whom all 2 
were made, and by whoſe in 
nite Power and Goodneſs, they 
are preſerv'd and kept . 
Bleffed be thy unſpeakable 
Goodneſs, that has N me 
to ſuch a degree of Being, that 
am in ſome Meaſure capable to 
know thee, to love thee, and to 
ſerve thee, and obey thee. 

- Bleffed 4 berhyName, O Lord, 
that I was bortvof Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, and early dedicated to thee 
by Baptiſm, and that by thy 
Grace and Goodneſs I have been 
preſery'd to this Moment, and 
have in any Meaſure eſcap'd the 
Follutions * in wicked World. 
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AM Morning- Prayer 

1 Bleſs thee likewiſe; O Lord, 
for thy Temporal. Mercies, and 
in particular for the Refreſh. 
ments of the Night paſt ; for 
protecting me from all Evil Ac- 
£idents, and for raiſing me up in 
Health and Safety to Praiſe thy 
Goodneſs. 

Pardon, O moſt- oratious God 
all the unworthy Returns have 
made for ſo much Goodnefs and 
Mercy, and vouchfafe:me ſuch 
a Senſe of thy dufmite Love, as 
may inſpire me with more vigo- 
Tous and hearty Endeavours to 
ſerve thee for the time to come. 

O Lord, I acknowledge, that 
Lam a weak and frail Creature, 
and that without thy help, 1 
am not able to bear up againſt 
the Trials and Temptations of 
this World ; but ſince thou haſt 
promis d to give thy Holy Spirit 
tothem that ask it, I am embold- 
ned to implore his Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance to ſtrengthen my W = 
nels, 


and delighteſt in. 


for a Perfon in private. 
neſs, to help my Infirmities, 
and ſo to fortify my Mind, that 
may not be tempted above what 
Jam able to bear, nor ſeduc's 
from my Duty to thee, by the De- 
ceitful Enticements of theWorld; 
the Fleſh or the Devil. 
- Mortifie in me, O God, alk 
Pride and Vain- Glory; all Bit- 
terneſs and Uncharitableneſs ;. 
all Envy, Hatred, and Malice; 
and ſuffer me not to be led away 
by any of the fooliſh Cuſtoms: 
and fal ſe Maxims of the World: 
And, O merciful Father, be thou 


pleas'd of thy great Goodneſs, to 


endue me with that Wiſdom 
which is from above, which 
is firſt Pure and then Peace- 
able z with that Meekneſs and 
Humility, which is in thy Sight 
of ſo great Price, and with 
that truly Chriſtian Temper and 
Diſpoſition, which thou loveſt 


3 Lord 


A Meorning-Prayer 
Lord, ſanctiſie unto me all 
thy Fatherly Diſpenſations, and 
let every Thing thou ſhalt think 
fit to fend me, prove a Bleſſing 
and Advantage to my Soul. Give 


me Grace to be entirely ſub- 


miſſive and contented under all 
the Afflictions, Trials, and Diſ- 
appointments, which thy Wiſ⸗ 
dom ſhall judge proper to bring 
me to thy ſelf ; and grant that 
by every Adverſity that ſhall be- 
fal me, I may be wean' d from 
the World, and more cloſely 
uuited unto thee. 
Make me always mindful of 
my own Frailty, of the ſhortneſs 
and uncertainty of this Life, and 
of the Erernity of the next. Give 
me Grace ſo to live as I ſhall 
wiſh, I had done, when I come 
to die; let not Sickneſs or Death 
ever ſurprize me unawares, or 
find me in a State unprovided ; 
but grant that I may finiſh the 
Work thou haſt given me to do, 
before 


fer a Perſon-in private. 

before the Night cometh when 
no Man can Work; O let me 
live in ſuch a conſtant Prepara- 
tion for my latter end, that how 
ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be 
. of. this 

orld, I may be found ready and 
prepar'd for my great Account, 
through the Merits of my Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer , Jeſus 
MP; lH uu jo 

2; "24:20 Bs S WI Mme, 
Kae, Lord, this Day in 
"g laces, andu 

260 4e 4 u. on all Occa ag 
fiead thereof. Direct and Guide 
me, Sanctiſie and Preſerve me. 
Keep me both outwardly in my 
Body, and inwardly in my Soul. 
Let thy Bleſſing accompany all 
my Honeſt Deſigns and Under- 
takings, and grant that I may 
take nothing in Hand, but what 
is agreeable to thy Bleſſed Will. 
Give unto me and all that belong 
to me, ſuch a Meaſure of Health 


K 3 and 
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A Moriing-Projet © 
and other Temporal ro 25 
thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting 


for us ; but above all Things, 


give us thy Grace and Favour ; 
that our Lives may be Holy, our 
eaths Comfortable, and our 
ternal State Happy and Glori. 
ous with Thee, through the Me- 
rits of thy Son and our alone Sa- 
viour Jefus Chriſt the Righteous, 
in whoſe moſt Holy Words 1 
Sum N and the Wants 
of all Mankind, Saying, 
Our Father, &c. 
Aer Accept, I beſeech 
— Bn thee, O moſt Gra- 
seding Para- cious God, my hear- 
„ ty Deſires in an eſ- 
pecial manner to 
Glorifie thee on that Day, which 
Thou haſt peculiarly ſanRify'd 
for thy Worſhip and Service. 
I Bleſs thy holy Name, O 
Lord, who by thy Almighty 
Power madeſt the Heavens — 
the 


for @ Perſon in Private. 10 


the Earth, and all that therein is, 


? 


03 


and preſerveſt and governeſt all 


that Thou haſt made. 
I blefs Thee, O Lord, who 
madeft Man after thine own I- 
mage enduing him with Un- 
erſtanding, and Reafon, and 
Liberty, making him capable of 
knowing and loving and enjoying 
Thee his Creator. 
Above all, I bleſs and mag. 
nifie thy Holy Name, O Lord, 
Heavenly Father, that Thou 
haſt given thine only Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the Redemption of 
Mankind; that he took our Na- 
ture upon him ; that he died for 
our Sake; that he is riſen again 


from the Dead; that he aſcend- 


ed into Heaven, and that he there 


 fitteth at thy right Hand to make 


Interceſſion for us; that he hath 
made known to us the Way to e- 
ternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direction, and his Holy 
Spirit for our guide and Aſh- 
ſtance, Bleſſed 
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A Morning: Prayer 

Bleſſed be rhy Holy Name, 
that Thou haſt appointed this 
Day, not only for a Reſt from 
our ordinary Labours and Em. 
ployments, but chiefly for a per. 
petual Commemoration of theſe 
thy Favours, and for the giving 
us ſpecial Opportunities for thy 
Worſhip and Service, and the 
Care of our Souls. 
My Soul deſirgs to bleſs thee, 
that thou haſt made me a Parta- 
ker of all, theſe ineſtimable Fa- 
O Lord, prepare my Heart for 
attending upon _ thee in thy 
799 77 8 Afford me thy gracious 
Aſſiſtance in all the Parts of thy 
Service. 

Let thy Word make deep and 
laſting Impreſſions upon me. 
Help me diligently to improve 
all Opportunities that ſhall be 
afforded me this Day, whether 


publick or private, to the Glory 


of thy great Name, and to the 
Lell Bene- 


Pr à Perſon in Private. 
Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Savi- 
our. Amen, * 


— a. 
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An Evening-Prayer for a Perſon 
in Private, 


OS T Great and Mighty 

VI God! Thou art the So- 
vereign Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, the Creator and Preſer- 
ver, and Governourofall Things; 
Thou dwelleſt in that Light, 
which no Mortal Eye can ap- 
proach unto, and yet diſdaineſt 
not to behold the Children of 
Men: Look down, I beſeech 
thee, upon me thy unworthy 
Creature, who am come into 
thy Prefence, adoring thy Maje- 
ſty, and acknowledging that my. 
dependance is wholly ain; 
who 


* An Evening-Prayer 
who art the Author of my Being, 
and the Foundation of all my 
Hopes, both here and hereafter. 
O Lord, I confeſs that I ama 
weak and frail Creature , my 
Nature 1s Corrupt, and miſera- 
bly prone to offend thee ; I find 
a Law in my Members warring 
againſt the Law in my. Mind, 
which, I confeſs with Sorrow, has 
too often prevail'd againſt me; 
the Pleaſures and Profits of the 
World are apt to dazle my Eyes, 
and make me cold and remifs in 
the great and important Work of 
my Salvation; L have been guil- 
ty of manifold Neglects and O- 
miſſions of my Duty towards thee, 
and have not ſerved thee with 
that Purity of Intention, with 
that Sincerity of Heart, with 
that Fervency of Spirit, with 
that Zeal for thy Glory, with 
that Care and Diligence, and 
Conftancy, that I ought to have 
done. | 6 


for a Perſon in Private. 
O Lord, if thou ſhould ſt be 


Extream to mark u hat is done a- 
mifs; if thou ſhould'ſt cal me 
to a ſtrict Aecount for my Life 
paſt, what could I ſay untothee ? 
Or how ſhould I be able to ſtand 
in thy Sight? If thou ſhould'ſt 
deal with me, as I have deferv'd, 
Icould expect nothing from thee, 
but the Severities of thy Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure; but, O graci- 
ous Father, thou haſt reveaPd 
thy ſelf tothe Sons of Men, to 
bea God Mercifuland Gracious, 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſi- 
on, and Sin; remember then, 
beſeech thee, thy tender Mer- 
cles, which have been ever of 
Old, and for the Sake and Merits 
of my Bleſſed Saviour, forgive, 
Ihumbly'pray thee, all the Sins 
and Vanities, the Follies and 
Indiſoretions of my Life paſt ; 
O reſerve not my Sins to be pu- 
niſh'd in the Day of thy fierce 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure, = — 
. ot 


— _ 
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"$f blog them out of thy Remem- 


As Evening · Praer 


branee, that they may never riſt 
up to my Con re; nor my 
Condemnation hereafter. 
Reform whatever thou ſeeſt 
amiſs i in the Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition of my Mind, or in any of 
the Actions ef my Life 3 and en 
able me hy the ry iſtance of thy 
Grace and Holy Spirit, to love 
thee more, — — thee 
better, and to do thy Will with 

reater Care nnn 
e e up 

o that en up in m 
Mind a lively Senle of my 550 
towards thee, and of that great 


Account which I muſt one Day 


give ſuffer me not I beſeechthee 
to fall into a careleſs and un- 
thinking State, nor to be un- 
mindful of that one Thing need- 
ful, the Salvation of my immor- 
tal Soul > Make me ſo ſenſible of 
thoſe dreadſul Threatnings; 
_ thou haſt denounc'd a- 
gainſt 


£5 


* 


8 8 


E 


S IA 


weak and feebbe Endeavdurs, 


e 
gainſt Singers, that: whatever 
elſe I Jeave undone, I way make 
it m great Care and C 
4 eo * ry Fw. 

E and IT 191008 
Life. „And, 0 merciful Fa» 
ther, be thou plxaſed, vfrthy 
great i to aſſiſt my 


that I. may not he unſucceſsful 
in a Matter of ſuch yaſt Con- 
alice 1 20017 
ein 22 . 
e powerfu Cacy 
of thy Grace, all ſiuful 2 
rupt ;Aﬀections z wean me from 
the: Vanities and Pleaſures of 
this World; and give me a lctied 
and firm Perſwaſion of the Un- 
certainty and labiffeieuey of all 


Things here below. O! Let 


me never ſeek for Reſt and Hap» 

pineſs in the Enjoyments of this 
Life; hut grant that I may dai- 
ly aſpire after that eternal and 


unchangeable State, which thou 
L haſt 


4 Moyning-Prayer ' 
haſt teſerwd for us liriafier 
and to which, I beſeech thee, 
of thy infinite Love and Mercy 
to bring me and all thy Faithful 
Servants, through the Merits 
and for the Sake! of thy. deat 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our Dau, 
Extend thy Mercy, O God, 
to the whole Race df Mankind: 
In a more particular manner, 1 
pray thee, tobe gracious to theſe 
ſinful Nations to which I be- 
dong; to pardon our great and 
crying Sins; to avert the 
Judgments which we have moſt 
ſtly deſerv*d, and to put awa 
m us the Spirit of Profaneneſs 
and Infidelity, of Malice and 
Uncharitableneſs, that thou 
mayeſt delight to dwell among 
us, and mayeſt be our God, and 
we thy People. | 
| Bleſs and preſerve our Sove⸗ 
reign Lady the QUEEN, and 
grant that all, who are in Au- 
Aer under her, may faithful 


Ty 


For a Perſon in priuate. rr 
8 endeavour to promote thy 
lory, and the Good and Wel- 
fare of this Church and Nation. 
Look with Pity and Com- 
paſſion, upon all thy afflicted 
Servants: Be a Father to the 
Fatherleſs, and a Husband to 
the Widow 5: heal the Sick ; 
ſupply the Wants of the Poor 
and Needy -/; and grant, that 
whatſoever is Wanting to any one 
of outward Comforts may be a- 
bundantly made up by the in- 
. of thy Holy 
ind r Nt l | 
| Bleſs all my Friends and Re- 
lations, eſpecially, reward all. 
that have dane . me Good, and 
_ forgive all that have done or 
and withe me Evil; and vouchſafe 
| to every one of us, from the 
= higheſt to the loweſt, whatever 
thy great Wiſdom knoweſt to 


-2 be needful beth: for! our Souls 
5 and Bodies. 


L 2 And 
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A Morning Prayer 

And now, O merciful Father, 
out of an humble Senſe of thy 
great: Goodneſs, I adore and 
praiſe thy y glorious Name for all 
the Man'fetations: of thy Love 
_ Kindneſs vouchſafd unto 
1-bles ther for my Being, 
fo my Rea ſon, and all uche En- 

dowments and Faculties of my 
Soul and Bodys for my Health, 
Friends, Food and RNuiment, 
and all the other Comforts and 


Donveniences of my Life; for 


thy continual Care er witch- 
ful Providence over me throu h 
the whole Courſe of my Li 
and particularly, for the Pre. 
ſe uf, v2 and Reden of me 
this Day paſt. 

Give me Grace, I.: beſeech 
thee, to make a right Improve- 
ment of all thy Bleſſings; and 
be thou graciouſly pleas'd'to take 
me, and all that belon to me, 
this Night, under the Care and 


1 of thy Fatherly Pro- 
S 1 _ vidence. 


— 


for a Perſon in private. 

vidence. Give thy holy Angels 
Charge over us, and grant us 
ſyck Refreſhments: of Soul and 


„as may enable us chear- 


fully to go through the Duties 


of that Station wherein thou haſt 
placd us, and, when thou ſhalt 


;pleaſed to call us out of this 


World, O let us be found of the 
Number of thy faithful Ser- 
vants, through the Merits of my 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
Jeſus Chriſt, tor whom my Soul 
does bleſs and praiſe thee, and 


in whoſe. moſt holy Words 1 


ſum up all our Wants, ſaying, . 


+, Our Father, &c. 
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ble and Pen, Tee to 
thee, O Lord my God; fer tlie 
955 Hieſfings of hh Ho- 


77 That I have dern ates to 
the ; rent $rivige. Join! 


Obes 


ſhips to Dolly Preite and 
Prayers to thy divine Majeſty, 
in the Name of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer; to hear thy Holy 
Word read and preach d by the 
Miniſters of thy Goſpel; and 
that I have had farther Oppor- 
tunities for employing my ſelf 
more privately in thy Worſhip, 


and the Care of my 1mmortal 
Soul, 


[ 


on the Lord Day. 113 
- 1 earneſtly: beſeech thee} O 
Lord, to pardun all the Wan- 
drings and Diſorders of my 
Mind, and v hatſoever elſe thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in me, in my At- 
tend ane upon . gra⸗ 
ciouſly to accept my ſincere, tho 
weak Endeavours to ſerve thee. 
Cauſe thy Word, which I 


kave heard or read, to abide in 
my Heart, and to bring forth 
Fruit in my Life." 3» > 
Help me, by the Uſe of all 


the Means of —_— and 1 


tion, to grow in 5 
the Knowledge of my Lord and 


Saviour Jefus Chriſt, fitting me 
more and more for the ſeeing and 
enjoying thee my God, and my 
bleſſed Redeemer in the Life to 
come; And grant, that when 
I hall ceaſe to praiſe and ſerve 
thee with thy Saints on Earth, 
1may continue to be fo employ- 


ed with the bleſſed Spirits in 
i | 3 nan 
1 


Heaven. 
I | 


| A Morning-Prayer 
0 1 heartily beg the ſame Bleſ- 
ſings for all my 8 


ans, recommending 
my ſelf to thee my 2 — 


as. throu Telus Cn — 
Son, our o EO 

ee 23 11e 
S301 71: * 4755 
LAZ — 20 — 


4 4 Morin der. for 4 maar 


5 Torn; 1 {2 a ein 01 
T Lord; m my Bebel gi 
ther, I humbly adore 


thee, as the Maker and Gover- 
nour of the World, the Author 
of my Being, che Preſerver of 
my Life, = the Giver; of eve- 
ry good Thing. 

I heartily thank thee for the 
Wha 4: Reſt which I have 
- enjoy'd the Night paſt, that thou 
has preſerv'd me in Safety, and 
raiſed me up in Health. 


Bleſ- 
riſti-· 
and 


2 


013 
4 


1 . 
% 4d 


* 
1 
— 


ung 


for à mung Perſon, ; 

Ibleſs thee for all thy Good- 
dels to meß, ever ſince I came 
into the World; -and;eſpecially, 
for the Advantages thou baſtgi- 
ren me, for the Iuſtructionand 
Improvement of my Mind in 
the Knowledge of thee, the on⸗ 
ly true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. 2914719711101 . Ait » 

Grant, Q:ga0d God! That 
the Senſe of theſe thy Favours, 
may fo deeply affect my Heart, 
tet I may worth my Thank 
fulneſs in the whole: Sure or 
Wop Life.. 1: 5514 446 

1am thine, O Lord, by Cre 
ation, by Redemption, by my: 
Baptiſm and ; Chriſtian Profe(- 
ſion, by all the * 
which thou haſt laid upon 
deſire to be thine alſo, ee 
willing Dedication of my felf 
to — every Day of my Life, 
and by a Naftant faithful En- 


deawour to ãpprove my ſelf to 
Thee. 


A Morning Prayer 

- beſeech thee, in great Mer- 
cy, through the Mediation of 
my Redeemer, to pardon all my 
ſt Offences, and to enable me 
by thy Grace, to diſcern and 
to amend whatſoever 1s amiſs in 
- Help me ever toremember the 
Chriſtian Principles which l 
have learmd, and the pious In- 
{trations which have been gi- 
ven me, and never to depart I Hes 

from that good Way, in which I 50 
FE havebeen * to walk. I A 
* Incline my Heart to all that I den 
is good, that I may be modeſt 
and humble, true and juſt, tem- 
perate and chaſt, reſpectful and 
obedient to my Super lors, inno- 
cent and inoffenſive in my whole 
Converſation, faithful and dili- 
ent in the Diſcharge of the 
uties of my Place and Calling; 
that I may fear and love thee, 
my God, above all; and = 
| ... a0 


Yn of 
1 my 
e me 
and 
1s in 


ich! 
Is In- 
n gi- 
epart 
hich 


"that 
odeſt 
tens 
| and 
nno- 
hole 
dili- 
f the 
ling; 
thee, 


for a Young 


Perſon. 


do to all others, as 4 would they 
ſhould do unto me. 


Make me 
vith my Condition, and Thank- 
1 p 3 who haſt given me 


3 neceſſary for _ 


bwin ce always ings * — 


perfect 5 contented 


ſs. Let thy 


ae, as I deſire to place my 

Truſt and Confidence in thee. 
Take me, I beſeech thee, in- 

to thy Protection this Day; ; keep 


me, if it be thy 


good Will, in 


Health and Safety. Preſerve me 
from the Vanity of my own 
Heart, and from the Temptati- 
ons of the World and the Devil 
Help me in a Senſe of thy con- 
ſtant Preſence with me, and of 


the Account Jam to 


thee , 


that 


Thou ug 


give unto 
ſo to govern all my 
chts, Words and Actions, 


may reflect upon them 


with Satisfaction at the Cloſe 
of this Day. 


Let 


u Evening-P rayer 
Len thy Bleſſing be upon e. 
ry Manor of:thisF 3 up- 
_— Relations and F rietds; 
upon all whom I ought, and 
hom · I deſire tu pray for: 
i numbly commit botli my 
felf and a ts\rhee, O — 
God, in the Name of Jeſit 


Chriſ my Saviour, and in the 
— 2 he rr hath 


ric 9%): 01. M. 
5 Woe 07 


"Ow Father 6 6k. : 


1 if ; 


455 * Fro Fr 4 Toi 
. Perſon. * 


Most Gaus God, my 
heavenly. Father, as 1 bes 
gain, fo I defire always to end 
the Day, with Blefling thy holy 


Name, and begging thy Favour, 


Honour 


1 fer Pas Peron, * 
10 onougand Worſhip, ral 

and} /Lhankfsiving, are due to 
thee from ever x" 
and ' xeaſonable' Creature, „I. 
heartily bleſs thee, that I am of 
that Number ; and that thou haſt 
moregyex.xpycal'd, 5 6 to me 
thy, Son Je 


leemer, a 7 — 
call upon thee in his Fay * 


1 1 8 bank thee. 3 2 


ecialſy ly, for w 
alt 9214 5 me to 
do, Ky hich 1s PET in thy. 


Sigh i 9 which 


our. 


our 


we” 


eln E 2 > 


tear and Corrups 
58 5 Neves an emas 
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An Evening - Prayer 
ny Errors and Trranſgreſſions of 
my Life. I humbly beg thy Mer- 
cy in the Pardon of all my Sins, 
through the Mediation of my 
bleſſed Redeemer, particularly of 
whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs 
in me this Day, either in my 
Thoughts, or Words, or Actions. 

Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe 
of my Unworthineſs may al- 
ways keep me humble. Work in 
me an unfeigued Repentance for 
all my Sins, and let the Remem- 
brance of them ever excite me 

to greater Care and Watchfulneſs. 
Strengthen in me every good 
Purpoſe and Reſolution. What 
I know not, do thou teach me; 
and wherein I have done amiſs, 
help me to do ſo no more. 
Leave me not, O Lord, at 
any Time to my ſelf, nor in the 
Hands of my Spiritual Enemies, 
Preſerve me from thoſe Circum- 
ſtances that would prove a Snare 
or Temptation to me. Let thy 
good Spirit continually enligh- 


ten 


mit my ſelf to thy Care, and be 
ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal. 


for a Young Perſon. 
ten and ſanctiſie my Mind, di- 
recting and aſſiſting ine through 
the whole Courſe of my Life. 
Fill me witha Senſe of my con- 
ſtant and entire Dependance up- 
on thee; that I may always com- 


Teach me ſo to number my 
Days, that I may apply m 
Heart to true and heavenly Wif- 
dom. Help me to live in a daily 


Preparation for my great Change, 
keeping my Conſcience void of 


Offence, both towards thee and 
towards Men, and to be always 
ſo employ'd, as I ſhall wiſh I 
had been at the laſt ; that when- 
ſoever thou ſhalt think fit to call 
me out of this World, I may 
readily and thankfully exchange 
it for a better. 

Take me, [I beſeech thee, into 
thy gracious Protection this 
Night. Preſerve me, if it be thy 
good Will, in Health and Safety, 
and grant me that Reſt which 

may 
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184. th Evening-P rayer, Kc. , 

| : - pn ma | refreſh 18 nd y. Body; 

pet Weithe 
ellen 


e 
| 55 Keſire the Good of 
Wall Mankdhd, and pray unto 


arfully 
ſy gest Mind the 


— 


the Eolar wank, df, thy Holy 
Als othe) Direction 15 
fſiftance of all its Governours 
and Paſtors, 8 thoſe, 
under whoſe Guidance I am pla- 
ced; for the Welfare of my 
Country; for a Bleſſing upon 
the Queen; and all in Authori- 
under her ; for the Relief and 
fort of all that are in Affli- 
Ktion; for all my Friends and 
| [Relations beſeeching thee to 


* of Jeſus. Chriſt our- only 


Acht me thus to pray, 
Ne Aeg el 3 


bd Gt. 


thee for the;Burit lane ee ting 4 


ar and to accept — and all 
dhat call upon thee, in the 


Lord and! Saviour, who hath 


Se 


DEDICATION, 
the moſt moving Orators, and 
are better "Sermons" than we can 
Preach ! "ſo prays With all Er 
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85 prays yet more form. "on 
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Books Printed for Samuel Keble at the 
Turks Head» Fleetſtreet. 


HE Hiſtorical parts of the Old and 
New Teſtament, in Verſe with One 
Hundred and Twenty Cuts, 12 *. price 2 5. 64, 
The publick Divine Service of the Church, 
or the Common- 2 proved to be 
taken out of the Holy Bible, and agreeable 
to the Practice of the Primitive Church; and 
now publiſhed for the Information and In- 
ſtruction of all thoſe who diſſent from the 
Church of England: With a Preface by the 
Reverend Dr: Brett. price. 6d. 
Youth's Behaviour; Containing, 1. His Di 
to God; in Meditations and - Prayers fo 
Morning and Evening: With ſhort Rules 
and Maxims for a good Life. 2 Decenc) 
in Converſation amongſt Men, and of the 
ſirſt Entrance of a Youth into the Univerfity 
with a Collection of Proverbs, moſt uſeful it 
all Diſcowles, and for the Government 
Life, 12%. Price bound 15. 
_ Rules for our more Devout Behaviour in th 
tie of Divine Servics in the Church of Er 
gland, Together with an Account of the le 
veral Places and Hows of Daily Prayer 
both Morning and Evening, in and abo 
the City of London and Weſtminſter. Tl 
Twelfth Edition. Price 3 d. or 205, 100. 


